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Thomas Middleton : A Trick to Catch the Old One (The Revels Plays) (Revels Plays MUP)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Trick to Catch the Old One (The Revels 
Plays) (Revels Plays MUP): 

This is the first single volume edition of A Trick to Catch the Old One for many decades. This edition presents a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0719015553


thoroughly reconsidered text based on collation of all known copies of the 1608 quarto (including material unnoticed 
by earlier editors). Textual analysis draws on detailed internal investigation and the printer's wider practice to propose 
that relatively improvisational procedures and a paper quota governed A Trick's printing operations. Discovery of an 
overlooked record revises the date of court performance to 1 January 1607, with implications for the play's early 
history. Critical discussion freshly examines the play's multi-layered ironic texture in relation to such issues as the 
status of women, marriage's relation to prostitution and vice versa, and the contemporary marriage market. And the 
Courtesan receives special attention in the context of this overarching ironic scheme. An extensive stage history 
explores original staging and documents revivals to 2011. The commentary is the most wide-ranging and 
comprehensive of all modern editions.

"This ambitious and scholarly collection of essays addresses the complex, often contradictory, and sometimes 
strikingly counterintuitive ways that biblical women characters were analysed, interpreted, and appropriated in early 
modern discourses." - Anne Russell, Wilfrid Laurier University, Renaissance and Reformation 39.2 Spring 2016 
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