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AnneVan Cutsem : A World of Rings before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised A World of Rings:

22 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Needs a different title! By A CustomerFirst, this book has a
misleading title. "Rings of Africaand Asia' would be more accurate (the few pages of rings from America hardly
seem worth mentioning). | purchased this book for the library in our college jewelry lab, hopefully to inspire students
with the variety of rings created around the world and throughout history. It will be looked at and enjoyed | am sure,
but I am still searching for a book that would show rings from the entire world and throughout history, ancient to
present. Second, in order to read the descriptions of the rings pictured, one must flip to the back of the book for details.
While this makes for a beautiful coffee table type book, with great photos and no print on the page to distract, it does
make it difficult to use the book as areference. Also, many of the descriptions leave out important information, such
as dates. The best descriptions include details regarding the symbolic meaning of the designs or similar information; |
would have liked to have seen more of this type of content. On the plus side (the reason | give it four stars and will buy
acopy for my own library)... it isabeautiful book that does present a great variety of rings from the two continents.
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The large collection of ethnic rings are well photographed (all in color) and presented in an artistic fashion. For this
alone, | fedl it isworth its modest price and recommend it despite the shortcomings | mentioned above.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Emilia Cienfuegosthanks!!5 of 6 people found the following review
helpful. Editorial Review CorrectionBy A Customerl'm afraid to say you did a confusion regarding your Editorial
Review (book description) between A WORLD OF RINGS, and a new book, which is not yet published, from the
same author Anne Van Cutsem: A WORLD OF EARRINGS (November 2001). These two books have of course two
different subjects despite the fact they have the same author. Thank you in advance to make the appropriate
correctionsin your review section.

This second volume of a multi- volume series on the Ghysels collection- probably the most comprehensive and
beautiful collection of ethnic jewelry in the world- presents nearly 800 extraordinary objects, most of which have
never been shown to the public before, coming from Africa, Asiaand America.Since timeimmemorial, earrings have
been a means of seduction for women. Craftsmen the world over have set their imaginations to work, using every
available material. Firstly they used flowers and grass, feathers and horns, wood, shells, and ivory. Mines and
alluvional deposits offered stones and metals. Bold travellers and adventurous sailors set off in search of exotic goods.
Their symbolism is also rich and complex: for the Kikuyu tribe in Kenya, a person's prestige is measured by the
number of ear ornaments, as long as their lobes can stand without tearing. Statues of Buddha show him with long ears.
In the archipelagos of Indonesia, the suitor's family offers earrings to seal an aliance. Leather earrings with pearls are
asign of amarried woman's status for Masai. In the Philippines and among the Naga headhunters, the men's hunting
exploits and prowess as warriors are embodied in the jewellery they wear on their ears. The first book of the series A
World of Rings presents over 1,000 rings from three continents. Round, square, oval, hexagonal or simply a sculpture
in space, since ancient times the ring has lent itself to the boundless imagination of its creators in a fascinating variety
of ways.



