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Baseball Prospectus Team of Experts: Baseball Prospectus 2006: The BP Team of Expertson Baseball Talent
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Baseball Prospectus
2006: The BP Team of Experts on Baseball Talent:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Valuable resource, and afun readBy CraigAsin past years, the
group at BP have created awork that should prove valuable both to fantasy baseball players, as well as anyone
interested in reading about how their team and others should fare this season. And while | found it lacking in a couple
of areas, | would still consider it an essential purchase for the 2006 season.As usual, the most enjoyable part of the
book is the player comments. It's always surprising how much information the BP gang can cram into a few sentences,
and they manage to do so without making the comments dry and boring. While they may sometimes seem more than a
little smug, they aso exhibit some pretty great humor, and I've found myself laughing at these comments on many
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occasions. The team pages are also excellent, providing a great synopsis of the 2005 season and a preview of '06, with
little in the way of wasted words or filler. It's nice to read a publication that credits its audience with having at |east
some sense of baseball knowledge, which | can't say is the case in many mainstream publications.Since thisisa BP
publication, the stats are obviously critical, and they've again done an excellent job of presenting their usuals (VORP,
etc.) while also trying to investigate better ways to measure traditionally difficult areas like the value of speed. And
while | know that the SABR crowd might not be happy about it, | think it's important that they've finally decided to
include RBI for each player. | know that it's not the most meaningful stat, given that so much of it depends on other
factors. However, it's criticalfor most fantasy leaguers, which is a demographic towards which this publication is
aimed. | admit that RBIs aren't my favorite, either, but | think their inclusion is justifiable.Another new item that | find
fun are the player comps. For each player, the writers give 3 "comparable" players based on their analysis. Y ou may
not necessarily agree with their comps, but they're definitely enjoyable, and they give you the chance to think things
like, "Come on, Halladay is better than Gubicza ever was!"As for the faults, they're pretty minor. Thefirst is one that
seems to be a problem with every edition of this book - the poor editing, which includes both spelling and grammatical
errors. A few mistakes are to be expected, but there are many throughout the book. There are no horrible, book-long
errors like putting stats on the wrong line, but these little typos and poor grammar are quite noticable. The second
complaint | have - and | might be in the minority here - isthat | believe there should be more essays. | know that it's
tough to work on the book, their web site, and essays for this book at the same time, but | would have appreciated
some more 5-7 page contributions from these excellent writers.'d recommend this to any fan, regardless of whether or
not they're heavily into stats. The player comments alone are worth the price of this book, which isincredibly low for
the information contained within. If you're looking for a combination of good writing and an excellent stats-based
approach, it's difficult to beat this effort from the gang at BP.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great
for all baseball fans, including Fantasy/Rotisserie playersBy King YaoBaseball Prospectus puts out a quality annual
every year. The annual is awhopping 554 pages long (big pages at that), so for most fans, it may not be until the All-
Star break before they finish it.Asusual, there is excellent coverage of all the teams. | especially like it when they go
in-depth on a specific topic, rather than preview the teams 2005 season. Some good tidbits can always be found on the
sections on the individual players.If you are interested in player projections for fantasy league purposes, they have a
great system (PECOTA) that iswell thought out, well researched and is multi-dimensional. They don't just list what
they think the players stats will be, but they have projections on the likelihood that the player will Breakout, Improve
Collapse. Thisis useful information for the late-round draft picks or the $1 auction pick-ups.Overall, thisis a must-
have for al baseball fans, especially for the nice price on .16 of 18 people found the following review helpful. Frankly,
I'm disappointedBy Joe Petrizzil'm a huge fan of BP, both online and the annual book. BP 2006 is the best available
resource for baseball analysis, if only for the normalized stat lines and the fantastic PECOTA system. If you are
interested in studying baseball, particularly the area of individual player evaluation, thisisthe book for you - itis
literally unmatched in the marketplace. Fantasy baseball owners will appreciate the player stat trends and 2006
projections, but you won't find much advice beyond that for winning your roto league. That said, the editing and
production this year are frustratingly bad. It's not just typo problems. Many sentences are missing verbs or have vague
meanings, and entire sections are really tough to read. Some parts are weighed down with so much datait distracts the
reader from the analysis. For example, there's a section in the Philadel phia chapter that comments on the Phillies
inability to develop players through their farm system, along with data to prove the point. | swear to you now that after
three readings | still don't understand what that data (table 2, page 346) is supposed to show. It's literally 143 numbers
that appear to be randomly ordered in an 11x13 table. At first glance | couldn't detect a trend, and the prose failed to
describe the table at all. The first sentence of the description reads: "Players shown by organization that developed
them;organization is credited with developing amajor league player if they originally drafted or signed him, unless
they released him before hefirst played in Double-A or Triple-A;Regular season = 100 games for position players;
"w/Club" totals reflect the Games/I P/Seasons played with the parent club that developed the player” Yes, thereisno
period at the end of that "sentence." Look, some number bending is par for the course with abook like this, but if you
are expecting the type of production you see on the website, you'll likely be disappointed. | like the numbers, but in
order to be useful they need to be organized properly and explained. | don't want to spend my free time sifting through
acore dump. That's what's so boggling - the daily stuff from these guys/galsis so darn interesting, and the past annuals
have been such ajoy to read.Even the player comments, which normally range from solid to sublime, are spotty this
time around. | imagine that if | were writing player comments for a book like this, I'd start by studying the player,
analyzing his statistical trends and similar players, and jotting down short notes as | went along. Well, that's how a lot
of the player comments read to me - like they're bullet points masquerading as sentences. There are some good
moments, but the quality is unusually inconsistent.I'm giving this 3 stars, which is atribute to the extremely valuable
statistical datain this book. But next year | hope the authors start earlier or spend more time on formatting and
comipiling the information in the book.

Fans and fantasy league players, get your inside intelligence from the same source as many Magjor League front



officesBASEBALL PROSPECTUS.BASEBALL PROSPECTUS 2006 provides unprecedented original performance
analysis of over 1,600 players, from stars at the top of their game to prospects vying for Rookie of the Y ear. It offers:
In-depth, insightful essays on all 30 Major League Baseball clubs, with no-holds-barred evaluations of at least 50
players per organization Baseball Prospectuss exclusive (and deadly accurate) PECOTA projection system, forecasting
the chances that a player will break out, improve, or collapse In-depth features on the true costs of injuries, adventures
in win expectancy, the limitations of statistical analysisplus all our stats explained! The Baseball Prospectus team of
cutting-edge analysts includes Mark Armour, Andrew Baharlias, Jim Baker, James Click, Clifford J. Corcoran, Clay
Davenport, John Erhardt, Gary Gillette, Steven Goldman, Thomas Gorman, Gary Huckabay, Jay Jaffe, Rany Jazayerli,
Christina Kahrl, Jonah Keri, Mark McClusky, Dave Pease, Dayn Perry, Nate Silver, and Keith Woolner. Check out
www.basebal | prospectus.com for year-round baseball coverage.

From BooklistDescribed as "the fantasy baseball bible," this annual publication offers preseason analysis of 30 teams
and more than 1,600 players plus essays on the top 50 prospects, the true costs of injuries, and more. Prediction for the
2005 World Series-winning Chicago White Sox: "They'll be right back in the thick of it." Y ou have to love statistics to
make it through these pages, but what serious baseball fan doesn't? Mary Ellen QuinnCopyright American Library
Association. All rights reserved Fearless heir... [to Bill Jamess Baseball Abstract]. This book swings so hard for the
fences that even its whiffs are interesting. Esquire magazine, in naming Baseball Prospectus 2005 one of the six best
books of the year (Esquire )Perhaps the games most accurate prediction model Sports Illustrated (Sports Illustrated
)The berforecast of every players performance Alan Schwarz, the New Y ork Times (The New Y ork Times )Fearless
heir... [to Bill Jamess Baseball Abstract]. This book swings so hard for the fences that even its whiffs are interesting.
Esquire magazine, in naming Baseball Prospectus 2005 one of the six best books of the yearPerhaps the games most
accurate prediction model Sports IllustratedThe berforecast of every players performance Alan Schwarz, the New

Y ork Times Baseball Prospectusis one of the first things | read every day. Theo Epstein, Boston Red Sox



