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Reuben Fine, Pal Benko : Basic Chess Endings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Basic Chess Endings: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This end game book will make a huge difference.By Deep BlueA 
friend told me that a FM had told him that this is the book that helped him get to Master. My friend and I would meet 
once a week and go over the end game problems in this book. We would set up the position, and try to solve it. If we 
couldn't we would then read Ruben Fines rule on the position and use that information to try and solve it. If we still 
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were unable to solve it we would read the solution.The getting together and going over the positions in person with 
someone makes a big difference. Being able to bounce our thought and ideas off of each other allows us to see the 
holes in our thought process.This book is an older book, and is written in the old descriptive notation. I have read 
reviews that this hinders the usefulness of the book, and that it is difficult to learn. Both are incorrect statements.Yes 
the book has some typo's, but discovering them is part of the charm of this book. It is allowing you and your brain to 
find the mistakes, and to see what should have been played.This book also benefits from not being checked by a chess 
engine. While some find that useful, I don't; I think it causes laziness and hinders the improvement process.This book 
still gets 5 stars even with the typos, and old descriptive notation, as it is an essential learning tool on the end game. If 
you want or need something newer then Silman's Complete End Game Course is the way to go.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. One of the two best Endgame books!By Kevin L. HorneStruggling through this book as a 
novice was difficult and took a long time. Consequently, my endgame is solid. If I keep a game close, I can defeat or 
draw players with considerably higher ratings in the endgame. Now Basic Chess Endings is available in algebraic 
notation and will be easier to read for my students. This is one of the two best books on endgames (in my opinion).0 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Also good to to have Reuben Fine in your collection - ...By phillip 
coghiniThis is an oldie but a goodie - wish it was updated in algebraic notation but still a classic! It is a little dry 
reading - but nonetheless instructional. Also good to to have Reuben Fine in your collection - he wasn't that great at 
the openings but sure knew the end game.

Basic Chess Endings, written by International Grandmaster Reuben Fine, is the most authoritative reference on the 
endgame. Serious students of the game find the work unmatched in its depth and range. Now, Grandmaster Pal Benko 
has revised this classic with the latest innovations in the endgame and adapted the book to algebraic notation. The 
result is what chess aficionados have been eagerly waiting for--a thoroughly modern bible on basic chess endings.A 
handy guide for the practical player, Basic Chess Endings focuses on the aspects of the ending that occur most 
frequently in the course of play. With clear language, it reinforces knowledge of the standard position and tried-and-
tested rules. Hundreds of diagrams make examples easy to follow. An indispensable reference for every chess player.

"This is the definitive work on the endgame, which all serious students of the game have been waiting for. It is a 
prodigious feat of chess scholarship, presented to the reader in clear, pithy language, full of telling phrases that will 
linger in the memory and rise to aid the harassed competitor just when he needs it most.... The authoritative reference 
work on the subject.... Reuben Fine's book is indispensable."-- The New York Times"Grandmaster Fine has done a 
brilliant piece of work. There is no doubt that it will receive the recognition of the entire chess world."-- M. M. 
BotvinnikFrom the Inside FlapBasic Chess Endings, written by International Grandmaster Reuben Fine, is the most 
authoritative reference on the endgame. Serious students of the game find the work unmatched in its depth and range. 
Now, Grandmaster Pal Benko has revised this classic with the latest innovations in the endgame and adapted the book 
to algebraic notation. The result is what chess aficionados have been eagerly waiting for--a thoroughly modern bible 
on basic chess endings.A handy guide for the practical player, Basic Chess Endings focuses on the aspects of the 
ending that occur most frequently in the course of play. With clear language, it reinforces knowledge of the standard 
position and tried-and-tested rules. Hundreds of diagrams make examples easy to follow. An indispensable reference 
for every chess player.From the Back Cover"This is the definitive work on the endgame, which all serious students of 
the game have been waiting for. It is a prodigious feat of chess scholarship, presented to the reader in clear, pithy 
language, full of telling phrases that will linger in the memory and rise to aid the harassed competitor just when he 
needs it most.... The authoritative reference work on the subject.... Reuben Fine's book is indispensable."-- The New 
York Times"Grandmaster Fine has done a brilliant piece of work. There is no doubt that it will receive the recognition 
of the entire chess world."-- M. M. Botvinnik 


