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Bent Larsen : Bent Larsen's Best Games: Fighting Chess with the Great Dane  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bent Larsen's Best Games: Fighting Chess with the 
Great Dane: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Great Dane (pun intended)By Rev. John D. WhiteLarsen, at 
least among chess aficionado's, is remembered for his disastrous showing against Bobby Fischer in the Candidates 
matches in 1971; 6-0. This is comparable to getting to the semi-finals in Wimbledon and getting absolutely trounced 6-
0, 6-0, 6-0. Embarrassing at best, humiliating and mind blowing at worst. If this were all to his career, it would be a 
sad testimony to his talent. It is not, however! He was beautifully imaginative. His mind was always fertile with 
interesting ideas. Larsen was a brilliant player and this book is worth the read, if only to clarify in one's mind how 
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amazing he actually was during his heyday. While Fischer was in a class by himself, everyone acknowledges this--
Larsen's games are not to be overlooked. A wonderful testament to one of chess history's amazing talents.3 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Very good book of games by Danish GM Bent LarsenBy Franck DVery good 
book of games by Danish GM Bent Larsen, with testimonies, photographs, an interesting presentation of his playing 
style, and the addition of 70 new games after 1969, following the classic "50 Best Games" (already annotated by 
Larsen). Excellent book for the fans. However, the quality of comments, annotations and analyses does not always 
match the original book of 50 games; sometimes superficial (two games may be covered on a single page), and the 
selection of 70 new games (among which are losses and draws) may appear odd. But this volume is the combination of 
the "50 Best Games" with a second collection of games previously published in Spanish, in a new enlarged edition.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Paulino NgFantastic game collection greatly annotated.

Bent Larsen (1935-2010) was one of the greatest fighters chess has ever seen. In his rich career the great Dane 
defeated all World Champions from Botvinnik to Karpov. He was a Candidate for the World Championship four times 
and became one of the most successful tournament players of his time. His uncompromising style and his unorthodox 
thinking made him popular with chess players all around the globe.In 1967/1968 Larsen won five international elite 
events in a row, a truly spectacular achievement. His successes were such that Bobby Fischer let him play first board 
in the legendary match Soviet Union vs. the World in 1970 in Belgrade.Bent Larsen also was a highly original chess 
writer and an extremely productive chess journalist. Not surprisingly the first chess book that Magnus Carlsen ever 
studied was written by the strongest Scandinavian player before him.This collection brings together more than 120 of 
Bent Larsens best games, annotated by himself. His comments are lucid, to the point, instructive and humorous. 
Together, these games are a tribute to his genius and a continuous joy to read and play through.

One of the most colorful players of the 20th century. (Garry Kasparov, former World Chess Champion)One of the best 
books in the entire history of chess. A masterpiece. (Alfonso Romero Holmes, former Spanish Chess Champion)I have 
long wanted to have a collection of Larsen's games in algebraic notation. Unfortunately, the previous books were all in 
descriptive. Larsen's writing style is very pleasant, and accessible to the widest range of players. He shares many nice 
anecdotes and compelling insights. (Davide Nastasio ChessCafe.com)Of the many chess masters I have met, Bent is 
the most original. (Anatoly Karpov, former World Chess Champion)A collection of 120 of the legend's games 
annotated in his lucid, humorous and instructive style. An evocative book, and an excellent read. (Leonard Barden The 
Guardian)With a fine sense of humor Larsen explains his aggressive and unconventional approach to chess, in a way 
that is instructive to players of all strengths. (Christopher Lutz, former German Chess Champion)Together with his 
love for and deep knowledge of chess, it is the refined humor of this outstanding player and highly cultured person that 
makes his comments so unique. (Mihail Marin)His chess writing is among the best, combining analysis with humor 
and psychological understanding of the fight. (Peter Heine Nielsen, former Danish Champion; present second to 
World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen) 


