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Pal Benko : Pal Benko: My Life, Games, and Compositions  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Pal Benko: My Life, Games, and Compositions: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Pal Benko Offers Inspiration as well as ChessBy B. DavisI like the 
book and found his games interesting and his life an inspiration. I met Pal benko at a World Open chess Tournament in 
Philadelphia and he offered some words of advice during a review of one of my games. When I told him I was playing 
not to lose in a game in which I was clearly at an advantage that ended in a draw, he encouraged me to go for the win 
and believe in your instincts and go for the win when you have the advantage or you will miss out on the rewards of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1890085081


winning, in words to that effect. I have not for forgotten our meeting though it was years ago.4 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. Simply the finest biography and game collection. Bravo!By ZDSD(The writer of this review 
is rated around 2200 and owns above 100 chess books)Simply the finest biography and game collection. Bravo!Silman 
really pushed the standard of what quality chess books should look like.It has everything, the history of Pal Benko, his 
life's stories, compositions, feelings, games, openings preparation, theoretical stand point and so much 
more.Beautiful!7 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely amazingBy Quinn D. HubbardThis 
book is amazing, Silman apparently did a lot of the writing and I'm glad he did, Benko's compelling life stories and 
Silman's writing skills combine into an incredible book. Not only is the non-chess material gripping, but the games 
chosen are fascinating games and the annotations will improve any chessplayer's middle game (and endgame and 
opening!) play. One of the most enjoyable chess reads I've ever had, I love this book!

From his early years in war-torn Hungary to his legendary chess competitions, this autobiography and game collection 
features details on the Grandmaster's myriad openings, middlegame positions, and strength in the endgame. Photos 
game diagrams.

From the Inside FlapGrandmaster Pal Benko is a chess legend: A challenger for the World Championship, an 
innovator of many modern opening systems, a problem composer par excellence, and a father figure to his close friend 
Bobby Fischer, Benko has played and defeated most of the top players of the last fifty yers. PAL BENKO: MY LIFE, 
GAMES AND COMPOSITIONS is a celebration of a great man's creative legacy. Its amazing collection of 138 
deeply annotated games which have been carefully prepared to be entertaining, enlightening, and instructive is brought 
to life by Benko's memoirs of his early years in war-torn Hungary, a world of poverty, chaos, pain, and ultimately, 
personal triumph. His insights into famous grandmasters transform legends into real people with substance and 
personality, and his reminiscences of famous tournaments take us on a journey through chess history unlike anything 
that's been published before. Interviews with note players offer insights into Benko's nature. A massive survey of 
Benko's openings (by John Watson) shows us the scope of Benko's theoretical contributions to the game. Photos 
abound, and 300 of Benko's chess compositions allow lovers of the game to become intimately acquainted with a 
strikingly beautiful aspect of chess that most have overlooked. This highly entertaining and instructive book gives 
competitors who wish to improve their playing strength a dynamic, fun way to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding.About the AuthorPal Benko is a Grandmaster, A former World Championship Candidate,a winner of 
innumberable international competitions, the author of hundreds of articles and several chess books (including 
WINNING WITH CHESS PSYCHOLOGY and CHESS ENDGAME LESSONS). The most dominating open 
tournament player in American history, Benko's name is entwined in virtually every modern area of chess mythology 
and chess theory. Jeremy Silman is an International Master and a world-class teacher, writer, and player who has won 
the American Open, the National Open, and the U.S. Open. Considered by many tobe the game's preeminent 
instructive writer, he is the author of over thirty-six highly popular books, including HOW TO REASSESS 
(universally accepted as a modern classic), THE AMATEUR'S MIND, THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CHESS 
STRATEGY, and THE REASSESS YOUR CHESS WORKBOOK.John Watson is an International Master whose 
groundbreaking four-volume study of the English Opening in the 1980s, followed by other opening treatises have 
firmly established his reputation as one of the world's great theoretical writers. His books SECRETS OF MODERN 
CHESS STRATEGY (winner of the 1999 British Chess Federation Book of the Year Award) and CHESS 
STRATEGY IN ACTION (2003) futher catapulted his status to that of chess philosopher, with many experts now 
considering him to be one of the most profound thinker's in the game's history. 


