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David Lawson : Paul Morphy: Pride and Sorrow of Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Paul Morphy: Pride and Sorrow of Chess: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Detailed biography of a fascinating figure.By waelse1I read this 
book in hardback many years ago and I was very impressed with the detailed information about the life of Paul 
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Morphy, who is a fascinating chess player from the Civil War era. I really enjoyed it back then and was very happy to 
see it available on eBook. I would highly recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the life of Paul Morphy. I 
am docking a star due to the modern edition having Morphy's games stripped out.1 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. A historical read about an 1800s chess phenom.By Tom Van Den AbellIts been known for quite a 
while that instinctual precocious chess phenoms are a bit more vulnerable to mental disorder. My own theory is that 
Bobby Fisher had a high functioning variant of autism called Asperger's syndrome. This detailed recounting of 
Morphy's life is heavily reliant on 'primary' sources. Its current form doesn't have any of Morphy's games, but they are 
pretty much available on-line with instructive annotations.This volume is certainly worth the time and money for a 
chess player with historical interests.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Definitive WorkBy James F. 
RendekVery thorough account of one of the greatest chess players who ever lived.

Paul Morphy: The Pride and Sorrow of Chess is the only full-length biography of Paul Morphy, the antebellum chess 
prodigy who launched United States participation in international chess and is still generally acknowledged as the 
greatest American chess player of all time. But Morphy was more than a player. He was a shy, retiring lawyer who had 
been taught that such games were no way to make a living. The strain of his fame and the pull of his domineering 
family led Morphy to set another precedent: chess madness. Morphy's mental descent after retiring from chess became 
a part of his lore, made all the more magnanimous by a spate of twentieth-century examples. The Pride and Sorrow of 
Chess tells the full known story of the life of Paul Morphy, from his privileged upbringing in New Orleans to his 
dominance of the chess world, to the later tragedy of his demise. This new edition of David Lawson's seminal work, 
still the principal source for all Morphy biographical presentations, also includes new biographical material about the 
biographer himself, telling the story of the author, his opus, and the previously unknown life that brought him to the 
research.
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