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Performing Africa is a collection of essays on contemporary African performance. From 1992 to 2002, Thomas Riccio 
worked with several groups in South Africa, Zambia, Tanzania, West Africa, and Kenya the Zulu and the !Xuu 
Bushmen of the Kalahari among them. Performing Africa combines a rare, in-the-field perspective with a keen insight 
into Africas transformative and tumultuous confluence of tradition, urbanization, politics, history, and the AIDS crisis. 
The evolution of tradition and the emergence of dynamic new forms of expression are a matter of practical necessity 
and survival. An interdisciplinary approach and accessible language make Performing Africa a unique resource for 
those teaching or interested in the fields of cultural anthropology, sociology, drama therapy, theatre, performance, and 
African studies.


