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Christian Bauer : Philidor Files: Detailed Coverage Of A Dynamic Opening (Everyman Chess)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Philidor Files: Detailed 
Coverage Of A Dynamic Opening (Everyman Chess): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Tearing Apart The One-Star Misguided ReviewBy Arthur W 
LandsmanEasily Five Stars. To make a long story short, this is a masterpiece and a monumentally great handling of 
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what, otherwise, is a difficult subject. My comment contesting Mr. Wilson's One Star Review and his erroneous 
analysis bears repeating:As any half-serious student of chess theory well knows, the dense study of complex chess 
variations, inevitably, is subject to error here and there. It is impossible to avoid. The only criticism of error worth 
considering is an undue great amount of it. This, absolutely, is not the case with this outstanding deep and profound 
work.The irony here is that the carefully selected example chosen by Mr. Wilson of a bust is not only not a bust. It is a 
very true proof of the excellent line for Black that Bauer claims. Houdini today is a far stronger chess engine than 
Shredder was more than eight years ago. The answer to 17. Be3 is 17. ...Qd8. Houdini (stronger than world-champion 
class) evaluates the resulting position as +0.17 favorable for White. At the very beginning of Philidor Defence -- after 
move two (according to the classic move order) -- Houdini evaluates the opening (as a whole) as +0.30 favorable for 
White.Mr. Wilson's (or Shedder's) 17. Be3 is the opposite of the claimed bust. It isn't even the best move in the 
position, which is 17. Qd4 (+0.33 favorable for White). After 17. Be3, the reply 17. ...Qd8 breaks the pin and 
disallows the check on e6. After Houdini's 17. ...Qd8, best play on both ends is 18. Bxc5 ...Bxc5, 19. c4 ...Qb6, 20. 
Re2 ...Rae8. After move twenty, Houdini reevaluates the position as dead even (+0.00).0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A Solid Answer for Those Seeking an Answer to 1.e4By James BunchInteresting read. I 
don't think this is a defense I would play if I needed to win with the Black pieces, but it's very solid and good if you 
need a draw. The plus side is that it requires little memorization and along with a defense to the King's Gambit, it 
could serve well as a complete repertoire to 1.e4.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Hard Work Pays 
OffBy chess1941If you really study this book and you are class B or better, you will reap the benefits.This author had 
to have spent days and weeks and months on all the variations in this comprehensive book. And HIS work and 
endeavors have paid off in this excellent manuscript!The book is not a hard read and thus players lower than Class B 
will derive great benefit. There are approximately 2 diagrams for each page and this make a "hard subject" easier to 
read and understand.Kudos! 5 stars

The Philidor is a dynamic and underrated answer to White's most popular opening move, 1 e4. Christian Bauer, 
himself a renowned Philidor expert, uncovers the secrets behind this intriguing opening. Using his own experience and 
other top-class Philidor games, Bauer identifies both the critical main lines and the tricky sidelines. He also examines 
the key tactical and strategic ideas for both White and Black, while highlighting crucial issues such as move-order 
options a major weapon for the modern Grandmaster.

From the Back CoverThe Philidor is a dynamic and underrated answer to White's most popular opening move, 1 e4. 
Recently it has acquired something of a cult following amongst certain Grandmasters; its supporters include the 
French number one Etienne Bacrot and the former European Champion Liviu Dieter Nisipeanu. One of its major 
selling points is its flexibility Black even has a choice of two opening moves. It also suits a wide variety of playing 
styles; games can lead to sharp, tactical duels as well as strategic, positional battles.In this book Christian Bauer, 
himself a renowned Philidor expert, uncovers the secrets behind this intriguing opening. Using his own experience and 
other top-class Philidor games, Bauer identifies both the critical main lines and the tricky sidelines. He also examines 
the key tactical and strategic ideas for both White and Black, while highlighting crucial issues such as move-order 
options a major weapon for the modern Grandmaster.*Comprehensive coverage of a provocative opening*Packed 
with original analysis*Ideal for club and tournament players Christian Bauer is a young Grandmaster from France who 
has a string of tournament successes to his name. He is a former national champion and has represented France in 
numerous team tournaments, playing top board at the 2000 Istanbul Olympiad. He is a regular columnist for the 
renowned French chess magazine Europe Echecs, while this is his second book for Everyman Chess; his first was Play 
1...b6!. 


