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Drazen Marovic : Play the Queen's Gambit (Cadogan Chess Books)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Play the Queen's Gambit (Cadogan Chess Books): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. for an introduction to the Queen's gambitBy freemanAny person 
who wants a general introduction to the orthodox lines of the Queen's gambit decline and slav should read this book. It 
covers the orthodox exchange, Lasker's variation, Harrwitz attack, Tarrasch defence, Tartakower and several lines of 
the slav. This book gives an overview of what plans black or white has in the given lines and how the opening 
evolved. If you like playing the QGD as White, then you ought to own this book.10 of 21 people found the following 
review helpful. Title needed to be more specificBy A CustomerI originally purchased this book looking for a nice 
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introduction to an opening i knew little about, mainly the Queen's Gambit Accepted lines. I couldn't find anything 
locally, so i ordered over the internet even though there were no reviews for it. I got the opposite of what i was looking 
for however: practically every main variation of the Declined systems (1.d4 d5, 2.c4 e6) and Slav (2.c4 c6), but 
nothing on how to readily take advantage of 1.d4 d5, 2.c4 dxc4 with the lesser player as Black attempting to hold onto 
the proffered pawn. Don't get me wrong, this is a good book with over 360 pages of material. It's helpful to both sides 
who get involved with the Declined and Slav systems. I rarely saw those lines however when i bought the book around 
4 years ago because i was facing 'coffee house' players for the most part and i wasn't looking to play those variations 
as Black either, as it didn't appeal to me. What i needed at the time was a way to punish Black for accepting the 
Gambit and setting up an a6 and b5 pawn structure, attempting to hold on to the extra pawn. Also a way as Black to 
play the Accepted variation, how to know when to give the pawn back, while developing correctly and letting my 
natural ability win. So if you're looking for symmetrical Queen's pawn systems that are closed or 'stodgy' as one writer 
wrote concerning the Queen's Gambit Declined or Slav, i do recommend this book if you can't find anything more 
recent.I've taken up the task recently of offering reviews for all the Chess books i've amassed for this very reason: to 
let the unwary know what exactly they are getting before making a purchase over the internet. This was a... mistake 
that i had made, even though at some point i would become interested in what this book had to offer. My position now 
is to NEVER purchase a book over the internet unless it has some form of review, unless the title is much more 
descriptive and i've researched it a little better using Modern Chess Openings or Batsford Chess Openings. I don't 
know what the ratio is for strong club players who know exactly what they're looking for compared to the beginner or 
novice who needs a little advice that visit looking for Chess books, i can only relate my experiences and i'm sure there 
are a few out there who could use this practical advice before spending their hard earned money.4 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. Simply the bestBy A CustomerIn my opinion, this is Marovic's best work. It is laid out 
extremely well; for instance, each game has in bolface the spot where moves differ from the previous game. Also, it 
considers all the variations that I run into in practice. I love that it includes the Slav and Semi-Slav too. True, it does 
not include the QGA. But for the Queen's Gambit Declined, it is the best book in extistence. perhaps not for Kasparov, 
because it is heavy on textual explanations, and does not drwon you in variations. This is a wonderful book, and is my 
favorite openings book. Marovic's book on the King's Indian is great too, but this one has a special magic.

Grandmaster Marovic' argues the case for following classical principles in one's defence to 1 d4, advocating the solid 
systems of the Queen's Gambit Declined (2...e6), The Slav Defence (2...c6) and the more ambitious Semi-Slav (...e6 
and c6). Commentaries to over 150 classic games, each carefully selected for instructional value, will give insight and 
confidence to all those who play the Queen's Gambit with Black or White.


