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Jacob Aagaard, Nikolaos Ntirlis: Playing the French (Grandmaster Guide) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Playing the French (Grandmaster Guide):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good book, with afew odd recommendationsBy CustomerThis
book is presented in an interesting format: a short analysis section followed by a complete games format. The format is
somewhat unusual, but completely fine.The book is good in that it explains its moves fairly well, and that for the most
part the moves are sound. Thereason | gaveit 4 starsis because in afew sections the moves it recommends seem to
give Black an uncomfortable position, and underestimating White's chances, for instance, once it recommends
accepting a gambit that gives White more than enough play for a pawn.Still, thisis agood book, and | will probably
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use many of itsideas in my future games with the French.21 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Favorite
opening bookBy Thomas Lawry! have purchased far more chess books than | will ever read. Thisisone | plan to read
all the way through, even though it recommends the 3...c5 line against the Tarrasch which | have never played. This
book strikes a balance with enough verbal explanations, clear recommendations without overwhelming number of
alternatives or any sense of a data base dump. It is authoritative without dismissing other options. Quickly | began to
trust the authors, who give you enough to play aline, but not so much that it becomes confusing. | have purchased
other French books recently including Vitiugov's and Moskalenco's but tended to get bogged down in them. A nice
feature of this book is critical positions to assess before each chapter which also serve as agood review after each
chapter.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. This book is one of the best opening books | have seenBy
Tom BeckmanThis book is one of the best opening books | have seen, and | have 100s. Aagaard provides an excellent
repertoire that coincides with mine: 3.Nc3 Nf6 and MacCutcheon with 4.Bgb Bb4, and Steinitz with 4.e5 with an
interesting 7.Be3 a6 8.Qd2 b5 9.a3 Qab! ?line. In the Tarrasch, he indicates why 4.Ngf3 Nfé may not quite equalize.
The Advance covers the solid Euwe line with 5.Nf3 Bd7 6.Be2 Nge7 and 7...Ng6. Aagaard is one of my favoriate
authors, and you can't go wrong with his entries in the Grandmaster Prep series, too.

The French Defense is one of the most solid and strategically rich responsesto 1.e4. Many chess opening lines have
been analyzed to death by computer, but the French is relatively resistant to this growing trend, as the characteristic
blocked pawn centre leads to situations where a player with superior understanding can overcome an opponent whose
expertise liesin computer-assisted preparation.Acclaimed authors Ntirlis and Aagaard present a complete repertoire
for Black based on 3.Nc3 Nf6 and 3.Nd2 ¢5. With many new discoveries and detailed explanations of positional and
strategic motifs, this book is essential reading for those playing this complex opening with either color.

About the AuthorNikolaos Ntirlisis a computer specialist and supplier of opening ideas for many grandmasters.GM
Jacob Aagaard is the only chess author to have won all the major Book of the Y ear awards.



