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Louis E. Catron : Playwriting: Writing Producing and Selling Your Play  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Playwriting: Writing Producing and Selling Your Play: 

12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Get It. Now. Now!By Kevin L. NenstielLike many people who 
aspire to be working writers, I've sunk a lot of money into books intended to make me better at my desired field. 
Maybe you have, too. If you have, you know there are three things no writing book will ever give you.1. Inspiration2. 
Discipline3. ConnectionsThis book is no exception. You'll be sorely disappointed if you go in search of any of these 
golden rings using this book as your guide. If you think this, or any, book will provide any of these things for you, 
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give up now, go get a real job, make room in the field for the chosen and called.You will not be able to read this book 
and crank out a production-level script cold. But if you dedicate your time to practicing the exercises Catron provides; 
if you try, try again; if you pursue his advice and keep this book close at hand all the way through the production 
process, you should do just fine.Catron offers a breakdown of play elements based on Aristotle, he offers an overview 
of what literary directors are usually looking for, he even offers a tutorial in formatting your script so an otherwise 
sterling piece doesn't get thrown aside too soon for being improperly constructed. If you have a gift for writing theatre, 
and a burning desire that causes you to spend enough time in writing every day to develop and maintain your skills, 
this book will bridge the gap between that and being ready for production.This book won't provide any magic bullets. 
You have to want to write, and you have to want to work at it. If you really, really want to be a playwright, and you're 
really, really willing to work at it, get this book before any other. Then buckle down and START WRITING!!!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Perfect playwriting instructBy Alison HollingseadThis book is exactly 
what I was looking for! It explains everything I need to know about playwriting. Thank you!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Pam L.Excellent book, full of great ideas and information.

A practical guidebook for effective playwriting! This imaginative and enthusiastic book is designed especially for 
those having the desire to create, to entertain, and to express their emotions and ideas. It features a practical, down-to- 
earth emphasis on craft and structure rather than on theory as its step-by-step approach shows just what's involved in 
creating a stageworthy play. Coverage includes basic considerations such as plot and character development, theme 
and dialogue as well as production and publication considerations. Outstanding features: offers concrete writing 
guidelines; includes exercises that get the reader going and inspirational anecdotes; presents excerpts from such 
classics as Macbeth, The Glass Menagerie, and The Dumb Waiter that help the reader grasp key concepts; lists plays 
to read for instruction; includes valuable information not usually found in comparable collections.

". . . it makes for compelling reading and, once begun, is difficult to put aside. Paradoxically, Catron's is also a book 
which the reader will also, we believe, quickly but temporarily set aside in order to capture immediately on paper 
some new idea or rediscovered technique inspired by Catron's amiable and often eloquent prose. In our opinion, this is 
a book that avoids the pitfalls and embraces the triumphs of every other work currently available on the subject of 
playwriting and should be held as essential reading in the eyes of dramatists of all levels of their careers." -- The 
Playwright's Companion, 1988From the PublisherAlso by Louis Catron and available from Waveland Press: The 
Director's Vision: Play Direction from Analysis to Production (ISBN 9781577666769); The Elements of Playwriting 
(ISBN 9781577662273); and The Power of One: The Solo Play for Playwrights, Actors, and Directors (ISBN 
9781577666202). Title of related interest also available from Waveland Press: McCloskey, Economical Writing, 
Second Edition (ISBN 9781577660637).From the Back Cover"Without Louis E. Catron's Playwriting: Writing, 
Producing, and Selling Your Play, I don't think I'd have had a professional writing career. I always thought of it as an 
instruction manual, which could have been titled `How To Become a Real Writer.' Inspirational yet eminently 
practical, I now use the book to teach my own screenwriting classes and seminars. Catron's book was, and remains, 
simply the best text out there for aspiring playwrights, screenwriters, and anyone who's serious about writing. It's been 
a constant companion on my own Writer's Journey, and I wouldn't trade it for anything." -- Stephen Berger, 
screenwriter and educator 


