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Judee Shipman : Portable Chess Coach: Learn How to Play and Win at Chess in One Easy Reading!  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Portable Chess Coach: Learn 
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How to Play and Win at Chess in One Easy Reading!: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Pamfilo David MejicoBook arrived on time, just what I 
expected1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Frank HarrelsonVery good overview of the 
essentials of playing chess.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. AN INVITATION TO THINK AND 
FORM QUESTIONSBy yvonnePORTABLE CHESS COACH by Judee Shipman is a relatively short, very clearly 
written and simplified introduction to chess that covers all the essentials but does not try to be all things for all people; 
so, for example, there is no mention of specific openings like the "Queen's Gambit Declined". For a more ambitious 
type of all-in-one introductory chess book, try the 428 page THE COMPLETE IDIOT'S GUIDE TO CHESS which I, 
also, own and like and which has tons of diagrams and exercises. Instead of overwhelming the novice with a lot of 
information that you really don't need just to get started, PORTABLE CHESS COACH aims to give you only what 
you need to develop a good sense of the game and enjoy play.What this book does admirably well and what I like best 
about it is that it invites you to think, notice and ask yourself the right questions as a chess player. For example, 
instead of a repertoire of specific openings, what is presented is a list of questions to ask ourselves in the opening to 
guide our selection of moves based on what is actually happening not on something we have memorized that is 
independent of the reality in front of us. Actually, a non-novice might learn something from this.Though most 
introductory chess books have almost exactly the same chapter headings but feel different once you are inside, it may 
help to know that the table of contents is:ForewordIntroductionMost of the RulesCastling, Draws, and the Touch-
move RulePiece Values and The En Passant CaptureThe Language of ChessThe ClockBasic CheckmatesOpening 
StrategyMiddle Game StrategyEndgame StrategyThe Mighty PawnBasic TacticsSeeing The Future - the Art of 
CombinationsThe Ten Most Common Beginner's MistakesChess PsychologyInstructive GamesPractice 
PuzzlesGlossary of Chess TermsAcknowledgementsYes, there is a very helpful glossary that includes terms like 
"hang", "backward pawn","windmill attack" and "zugzwang" ... but no index.This book does offer a very nice first 
step, a clear understanding of what the game is about, an outline to be filled in with more detail later ... if you 
wish.There are always ways a book could include a bit more of this or that and no introductory book has everything, 
all the tactical exercises you will need, detailed demonstration of all possible typical amateur mistakes, etc. but there 
are plenty of separate books that are dedicated to each of these issues which is why I would strongly suggest, in 
addition, a book of chess puzzles/chess problems/tactics for beginners. Chess is all about pattern recognition and 
pattern recognition is a skill that needs lots of practice ... so go through it several times. One thing that most primers do 
not deal with adequately is the cultivation of "chess vision" and, for this reason, any serious student of chess should 
seek this out and find ways that work. I am just beginning to do that myself. Most chess players lose games not 
because of what they do not know but because of what they do not see and waste a lot of time memorizing opening 
lines or prematurely studying strategy but it does no good to have great strategy/positional play if your opponent grabs 
your Queen due to a tactical threat you did not see.As is, I think Shipman's book is an excellent place to start.

In The Portable Chess Coach, Judith Shipman presents a fun but thorough primer to chess. Packed with diagrams and 
valuable instruction, this is the ideal book for beginners, who want a clear and concise introduction that will keep them 
interested and entertained.

About the AuthorJudith Shipman has been playing tournament chess for over 25 years. She has taught many after-
school programs, as well as private lessons for all ages. 


