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Mark Dvoretsky, Artur Yusupov : Positional Play  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Positional Play: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Classic. Definitely Not "Lousy"By Geometric AnalystPlease 
ignore the 1 star review of this book that calls it a "lousy work." The author of that review was apparently looking for 
a textbook on positional play for less advanced players. In that context, some (though far from all) of his criticisms 
may have been justified. This book, however, is intended to teach and demonstrate advanced, subtle aspects of 
positional and strategic play to experienced players who have already absorbed the more basic principles.A book like 
Positional Play also does not lend itself well to the structure the 1-star reviewer apparently expected. Additionally, in 
his attack on Kramnik Khenkin's chapter on the Dutch Defence, the aforementioned reviewer seems to miss the miss 
the point entirely. Although they do give a little bit of theory on that opening, that isn't the purpose of the chapter. The 
main purpose of that chapter, like many of the others in this book, is to demonstrate discuss positional/strategic ideas 
in context.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The Contributors really shine hereBy Andre E. 
HardingMy USCF rating is currently over 1950.The first series of books by Mark Dvoretsky and Artur Yusupov (from 
the 1990s) was highly praised, and I feel that much of the acclaim is justified. However, sometimes the best chapters 
in the books come from the so-called 
"Contributors!"==============================================================ContentsIntroduction 
4Part 1: Methods of improving positional play1 Improving one's positional skill (Mark Dvoretsky) 72 Manoeuvring 
(Artur Yusupov) 313 Competition in solving positional exercises (Mark Dvoretsky) 46Part 2: Methods of seeking 
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positional solutions4 Prophylactic thinking (Mark Dvoretsky) 585 The key to a position (Artur Yusupov) 966 Planning 
in chess (Alexei Kosikov) 1117 Sensing the tempo (Alexei Kosikov) 1288 Positional transformations (Mark 
Dvoretsky) 145Part 3: Typical positions9 Opposite-coloured bishops in the middlegame (Mark Dvoretsky) 16610 You 
cannot manage without combinations! (Mark Dvoretsky) 19811 Modern treatment of the Dutch Defence (Igor 
Khenkin and Vladimir Kramnik) 205Part 4: Complicated Strategy in practical play12 Grandmaster Strategy (Evgeny 
Bareev) 23213 Whose strategy will triumph? (Mark Dvoretsky) 260Part 514 From the creative art of our students 
(Artur Yusupov) 279===============================================================Clearly, 
this book is aimed at the advanced player; in my opinion a conservative estimate of the level needed to tackle some of 
this work is 1700 USCF, and probably higher than that.Kosikov's chapters really shine in this book, as well as the one 
by Bareev (featuring a few of his games from Linares 1992 against Salov, Kasparov, and Karpov!). Kosikov gives 
wonderful practical advice and Bareev gives a very honest and revealing look into top-level chess at that time.As 
usual, Dvoretsky is quite good as well---his chapter on Prophylactic Thinking deserves the hype it gets. Yusupov's 
chapter on "Manoeuvring" is well-done also.Of course, this is not a proper "textbook," but working through this book 
as one part of my new training program, selecting only one chapter to work through in a sitting, has definitely helped 
my practical play and how I think about the game.Highly recommended!11 of 11 people found the following review 
helpful. The best Modern treatment of Advanced Positional playBy RealreviewerThis book is for intermediate or 
advanced players who have been exposed to the elements of positional play (Such as "My System", "Judgment 
Planning", etc..)What this book does is take positional play to a new level through the eyes of the best school since the 
Second World War, the Soviet school of play.Maneuvering is covered in an early chapter, what is that? its re 
positioning your pieces to induce or exploit positional weaknesses in your opponents set up. Of course this assumes 
that you can determine what those weaknesses are (Hence why you need to study a primer first).This book reinforces 
the importance of prophylactic thinking perhaps the most important topic to learn in advanced positional play. 
Devoretsky has been the primary author in advancing this thinking (First proposed by Nimzovitch). Basically it is the 
elimination or minimization of weaknesses. For instance it may be right to sacrifice a pawn to prevent a fatal 
positional weakness or move a piece not under attack to prevent a weakness. This style of play is evident particularly 
in Petrosian and Karpov's play. By eliminating weaknesses there is nothing for the attacking player to attack, instead 
you are able to exploit his weaknesses.Finally there are the usual advanced difficult but rewarding exercises that 
Dvoretsky is famous for. One thing I took away was how to study middle game positions. Instead of playing through a 
whole game often in opening systems I know little about. I now set up the middlegame based on one of the key 
diagrams (Often move 15 to 17) and take in the positional elements and start to guess the next moves for each side I 
then compare this to the game notes. After a while you will guess the next moves with more accuracy at a faster rate 
then trying to play thought the whole game. Then you can start to time yourself to simulate play under competitive 
conditions.

This is the fourth in the series of phenomenally successful training manuals by the world's leading trainer and his star 
pupil. By instilling players with an understanding of persistent positional features, they stress the features of positional 
play most relevant to the practical struggle, assuring over-the-board success.Beginner
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