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Dave Couture : Progressive Tactics: 1002 Progressively Challenging Chess Tactics  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Progressive Tactics: 1002 Progressively Challenging 
Chess Tactics: 

The purpose of this book is simple it is intended to raise your rating (or just greatly improve your game if youre not a 
rated player). Rather than go into a lengthy explanation of why practicing tactics is so critical to improvement, Ill just 
tell you about my own experience. I started playing tournament chess in the 1980s and spent about 20 years rated in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1537353675


the 1500-1650 range while I studied opening books, endgame books, and strategy books to no avail (you can see my 
rating graph here: http://main.uschess.org/datapage/ratings_graph.php?memid=12413721). Over the years I had read 
occasional comments about the importance of focusing on tactics above all else, but it never really sunk in. Sometime 
in 2007, I read a column by the outstanding instructor Dan Heisman about the importance of tactics, that was so well 
written and persuasive, that it finally sunk in that I needed to try focusing on tactics. Well, suffice it to say that it 
worked. I started working on tactics in the excellent book Sharpen Your Tactics by Anatoly Lein (almost) every day 
and my rating rose to a peak of 1845. Then sometime in 2009 I gradually got away from working on tactics for various 
reasons and my rating plummeted back to 1600. In 2012 I started studying tactics once more and peaked at 1858 at 
which point I started working on this book and stopped doing my daily tactics practice and my rating plummeted 
again. Since finishing the book, Ive gotten back to daily tactics practice and my rating has again started climbing. So 
why THIS tactics book as opposed to others. It contains tactics from real amateur games the kinds of tactics youre 
likely to see in your own games! I think youll find this book to actually be fun! So buy this book, enjoy it, and watch 
your rating rise!


