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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Thisisthe best chess book | have ever readBy Ezra Daniel
PhippsThisisthe best chess book | have ever read. Every game us so interesting and unique. The explanations of what
isgoing on in the positions are always clear. The training positions were a very good idea and were useful. | have
played several of them with a partner and felt it was very instructive each time. The puzzles are also very challenging
and the solutions are amazing. They are always based on simple tactical principles but there are al'so nuances that are


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1907982736

absent in many problems you will find in online tactics trainers. Y ou have to calculate everything and be vigilant. The
best section of the book isthe calculation section. It isinspiring to see the incredible attention to detail of top players.
There are also tips regarding things like time management and attitude which | have not see in any other book.12 of 13
people found the following review helpful. book for the 2000+ playerBy PresidioThe booksis clearly intended for a
2000+ player. Axel Smith increased itsrating in 2 years from 2000 to over 2400 which is remarkable.Some of the
ideas are very interesting. The idea to think about pawn levers are very good and helpful. The part about chess
psychology and has some useful tips that | applied in tournament games already.For the 1500+ player the book is quite
ambitious to read, but | am very happy that | bought it.83 of 87 people found the following review helpful. Chess
Training Tips You Don't Want to MissBy Christopher J. FalterInternational Master Axel Smith has an abundant
passion for chessimprovement and awonderful gift for writing. | was deeply impressed by this cornucopia of training
methods and insights that boosted him and his chess buddies in Lund, Sweden, to international titles.Smith presents his
material in 2 sections. 4 chapters on positional chess, then 5 chapters on training methods. The greatest strength of this
book, however, isthat he never really divorces the two; he sprinkles plenty of anecdotes about the training methods
that helped him learn the positional principlesinto the first 4 chapters, and he provides a wealth of good chess analysis
in the training section. And you will not just be learning from Smith: the author quotes from, and analyzes the games
of, model players (generally, Swedish GMs) who helped him acquire hisinsights.In the first positional chapter, "No
Pawn Lever - No Plan," Smith opened my eyes to the importance of looking for pawn moves ("levers") that can
change the character of a position. As| have been playing stronger opponents on chess.com, | have cometo realize
that they pay alot more attention to such pawn moves than I, and Smith has helped me see why. Of particular interest
ishisanalysis of 4 different methods of fighting against the minority attack. In addition to analyzing several gamesin
great depth, the author provides 11 interesting quiz positions with very deep analysis (about 2 pages per position)."Fair
Exchange is No Robbery" discusses several considerations that signal the usefulness of seeking piece exchanges. He
suggests, for example, that reducing the clutter can help you attack an opponent's positional weakness because it
reduces his possibility for counterplay, and makes that weakness relatively more important. He al so explores various
kinds of material imbalances, such asrook + pawnsvs. 2 minor pieces, but again he does not just talk about chess; he
closes the chapter with several training positions for you and afellow learner to explore. The "Auxiliary Questions'
chapter puts forth several questions that may help you select candidate movesif you are puzzled about how to proceed.
Smith is careful not to present the 6 questions as some sort of thinking method that you must follow in all situations;
they are just there to help you find your way through the occasional perplexing moment.The "Calculation” chapter is
less about positional chess than about the thinking/cal culation methods that an IM (Smith) and a GM (Tikkanen) used
for avery complex position. It reads alot like de Groot's seminal work on chess thinking (Thought and Choice in
Chess (Amsterdam Academic Archive)), but unlike de Groot's rather academic approach, it concludes with avariety of
insights for improving the accuracy and productivity of your chess thinking. My favorite is the importance of the
"falsifying" step; apparently, titled players spend alot of time trying to prove that their selected move in arich/critical
position is really the best. | had never known! Asaclub player, | have pretty much gone through the move selection
process, made a blunder check, then pushed the wood. | guess that's why I'm still aclub player. But I'm starting to
apply thisfasification step in my correspondence games, so | am hopeful . The training program begins with his key
method, the "List of Mistakes." Smith goes beyond the standard "analyze your games' advice by providing detailed
instructions on how you can do root cause analysisto derive asmall list of things you should work on. Smith
recommends analysis methods, the number of games that should go into your list, and how you can weave the insights
into your chess skill set.Smith continues with the "Woodpecker Method,” which is basically Michael dela Maza's
approach for learning tactics: find a set of puzzles and keep working them until the patterns are firmly in your brain.
Unlike de laMaza, however, the author notes the importance of working through the full analysis of variations when
you repeat a problem, rather than just recognizing the first move by memory and moving on. Smith also provides a
first installment of 51 fairly complex positions for you to work through, athough if you are on the lower end of the
club spectrum you would probably want to invest in a book with simpler problems, or a server membership.The
emphasis on the hard work of learning is nowhere more apparent than in his chapter on openings. Smith advocates that
you use Chesshase (or similar software) to build your own "books," rather than leaning primarily on the standard
books and opening DV Ds. Smith gives detailed advice about what kind of analysisis useful, and where and how to use
computer assistance. | had never even realized that analysis engines have a"null move" feature, for example, but
Smith shows how to use this and many other techniques to prepare your openings. Smith provides these tipsin the
context of an opening "book" that he and afriend, GM Nils Grandelius, prepared.In the "Theoretical Endgames®
chapter Smith lists 100 key endgame positions that you should master. Ever the innovator, Smith recommends that you
and afriend select 10 of the positions, then set a date a month from now to play a clocked mini-tournament using them
as the starting position. Y ou will be motivated to learn them well if you are going to compete! And the process of
playing the position out will firm up your knowledge. The publisher provides a PGN file with the 100 positions on
their website.In the closing chapter, "Attitude,” Smith provides some great advice about avoiding time trouble,
agreeing to adraw (never, if you want to improve!), and bamboozling your opponent in a drawish ending.The one



thing Smith overlooked is the importance of studying grandmaster games. Leading grandmasters like Tal, Fischer,
Kasparov, and Carlsen studied thousands of their predecessors games while they were pumping up their ratings, and |
don't think they wasted their time. | speak from experience, aswell: my study of afew hundred GM games has
definitely helped me. So how did Smith get almost all the way to grandmaster without such study? Maybe he studied
GM games in his youth and forgot to mention it, or perhaps he has compensated by reviewing chess games with
Swedish IMs and GMs over the past several years. In any case, unless you can hang out with GM friends, you should
include some GM game collections in your training plan. Dan Heisman has published some tips for studying GM
games on chesscafe.com.Amitzia Avni, who otherwise praises the book on ChessCafe, gently chides Smith for giving
up virtually al leisure activities other than chess for 5 years, but | don't see this as a problem for the reader. | know |
won't be able to pick up 400 EL O rating pointsin 2 years (like Smith) without investing his eye-opening amount of
work, but | can still get stronger by applying some of hisreally useful training tipsin my own chess improvement
plan. I highly recommend Smith's book for intermediate club players all the way up to

master. The publisher provided areview copy of the book in return for
my honest review.
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