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Josefina Niggli : The Plays of Josefina Niggli: Recovered Landmarks of Latino Literature  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Plays of Josefina Niggli: Recovered 
Landmarks of Latino Literature: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful collection of plays!By Dr. Ervin NievesI met Yolanda 
Padilla in a conference years ago (around 2004), and as a fellow Niggli scholar who's written on Mexican Village, 
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Step Down, Elder Brother, and A Miracle for Mexico -- and some of her few previously published plays -- I welcome 
wholeheartedly the publication of the many previously unpublished plays presented by Padilla, and William 
Orchard.All Chican@ scholars owe both of you a great debt!As in the case of Elizabeth Coonrod Martinez, I owe you 
both a beer next time we meet in a conference!You have my highest regard, respect, and gratitude!

Josefina Niggli (1910-1983) was one of the most successful Mexican American writers of the early twentieth century. 
Born of European parents and raised in Mexico, she spent most of her adult life in the United States, and in her plays 
and novels she aimed to portray authentic Mexican experiences for English-speaking audiences. Niggli crossed 
borders, cultures, and genres, and her life and work prompt interesting questions about race, class, gender, modernity, 
ethnic and national identity, and the formation of literary canons. anthology recovers her historical dramas, most of 
which have been long out of print or were never published. These plays are deeply concerned with the aftermath of the 
1910 Mexican Revolution, imagining its implications for Mexico, Mexican Americans, and U.S.-Mexico relations. 
Included are Mexican Silhouettes (1928), Singing Valley (1936), The Cry of Dolores (1936), The Fair God (1936), 
Soldadera (1938), This Is Villa! (1939), and The Ring of General Macias (1943). These works reflect on the making of 
history and often portray the Revolution through the lens of women's experiences. Niggli, a chronology of her life and 
writings, and a selection of letters and reviews by, to, and about Josefina Niggli that provide illuminating context for 
the plays.

" Josefina Niggli' s ghost haunts the fields of Mexican American and Chicana/o Studies, which have been 
uncomfortable with her exclusion but hesitant to embrace her fully." -- from the introduction" Padilla and Orchard 
have completed the formidable task of revitalizing the archive of Mexican American author Josefina Niggli, a writer 
whose production defies easy categorization but whose time has arrived thanks to the vicissitudes of cultural styles and 
newer rehearsals in Chicano-Latino literary history." -- Roberto Tejada, University of California, San Diego"Josefina 
Niggli's ghost haunts the fields of Mexican American and Chicana/o Studies, which have been uncomfortable with her 
exclusion but hesitant to embrace her fully."--from the introduction"Padilla and Orchard have completed the 
formidable task of revitalizing the archive of Mexican American author Josefina Niggli, a writer whose production 
defies easy categorization but whose time has arrived thanks to the vicissitudes of cultural styles and newer rehearsals 
in Chicano-Latino literary history."--Roberto Tejada, University of California, San DiegoPadilla and Orchard have 
completed the formidable task of revitalizing the archive of Mexican American author Josefina Niggli, a writer whose 
production defies easy categorization but whose time has arrived thanks to the vicissitudes of cultural styles and newer 
rehearsals in Chicano-Latino literary history.Roberto Tejada, University of California, San DiegoJosefina Nigglis 
ghost haunts the fields of Mexican American and Chicana/o Studies, which have been uncomfortable with her 
exclusion but hesitant to embrace her fully.from the introductionAbout the AuthorJosefina Niggli was a playwright, 
novelist, screenwriter, and teacher. She was associated with the San Antonio Little Theater, the Carolina Playmakers, 
and the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, Ireland. As a screenwriter, she worked for Twentieth Century Fox and MGM, where 
she adapted her novel Mexican Village for the screen. Niggli was a faculty member at the University of North 
Carolina and at Western Carolina University. William Orchard is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of English at 
the University of Chicago and was a Cesar Chavez Fellow at Dartmouth College. Yolanda Padilla is assistant 
professor in the Department of English and in the Latin American and Latino Studies Program at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 


