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Ralph Keyes: The Post-Truth Era: Dishonesty and Deception in Contemporary Life before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Post-Truth Era: Dishonesty and Deception
in Contemporary Life:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A "Sign" of the TimesBy Carl JOne of the most insightful and
relevant books on the subject. A MUST read for any thoughtful individual who wants to be informed on the
devastating consequences of "disassembling”.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Carlos
Pololnteresting2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting book about our times, the post-truth era.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312306482

...By Hooowardial nteresting book about our times, the post-truth era. Very relevant with the election of Trump, Brexit,
etc. In many ways a depressing look at where the world is going and the need to be skeptical of everything and
everybody in terms of what they say and do. Deception, embellishment, lies, distortions, deification, etc. A dark cloud
hangs over our collective heads and the storm is rapidly approaching!

"Dishonesty inspires more euphemisms than copulation or defecation. This helps desensitize usto itsimplications. In
the post-truth era we don't just have truth and lies but a third category of ambiguous statements that are not exactly the
truth but fall just short of alie. Enhanced truth it might be called. Neo-truth. Soft truth. Faux truth. Truth lite."
Deception has become the modern way of life. Where once the boundary line between truth and lies was clear and
distinct, it isno longer so. In the post-truth era, deceiving others has become a challenge, a game, a habit. High-profile
dissemblers compete for news coverage, from journalists like Jayson Blair and professors like Joseph Ellisto
politicians (of all stripes), executives, and "creative" accountants. Research suggests that the average American tells
multiple lies on adaily basis, often for no good reason. Not a finger-wagging scolding, The Post-Truth Eraisa
combination of Ralph Keyessinvestigative journalism and solid science. The result is a spirited exploration of why we
lie about practically everything and the consequences such casual dishonesty has on society.American society has
become permeated from top to bottom by deception. Its consequences for the nature of public discourse, media,
business, literature, academia, and politics are profound. With dry humor, passionate fervor, and deep understanding,
Ralph Keyestakes us on atour of aworld where truth and honesty are no longer absol utes but mutable, fluid concepts.

From Publishers Weekly"Casual duplicity picks at the threads of our socia fabric,” Keyeswarns, and not just because
it creates a greater tendency toward suspicion and mistrust. The consegquences of letting people get away with lying
can be severe: when somebody gets ajob based on a bogus rsum, for example, he or she deprives those applicants who
didn't falsify their work credentials. Keyes deplores what he dubs an "alt.ethics" that has made lying more acceptable,
and he pointsto avariety of contributing factorsin society, from postmodernism's denial of aliteral truth to the ease of
making unverified statements online. This largely anecdotal broadside essentially replays David Callahan's The
Cheating Culture, though with fresher stories that address recent incidents like the Martha Stewart trial and the
controversies surrounding several authors and journalists who have blurred fiction and nonfiction or simply fabricated
their stories. Keyes takes a relatively nonpartisan approach; he criticizes Bill Clinton and Al Gore for their false
statements, but attacks George W. Bush as the "quintessential baby boomer," accusing the president, and an entire
generation, of aself-righteous refusal to confront, let alone speak, the truth. He doesn't offer much of a solution
beyond a reaffirmation that lying is wrong and we shouldn't do it, advice that will surprise no one but may get some
additional airplay in this heated election cycle. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.
All rights reserved.From BooklistLying is so much a part of everyday life that everybody doesit and everybody
expects it, even while polls show Americans long for ethics and integrity in public officials. Keyes examines how we
have come to the troubling trend toward the "routinization of dishonesty.” In part one of this fascinating book, he
provides abrief history of lying from the medieval ages to the present and explores the reasons behind the declinein
ethics. Part two focuses on how modern culture inadvertently promotes lying by downplaying ethical issues while
emphasizing emotional health and placing more emphasis on personal, professional, and national myth making. The
result isthe risein high-profile liars among journalists, politicians, and corporate executives. Finaly, Keyes examines
the consequences of a culture that tolerates lying as a'"no-fault transgression” with little or no consequences for the liar
but a disturbing rise in suspicion throughout the culture. Thisis a thoughtful, often amusing look at the way we dodge
the truth and tolerate dishonesty. V anessa BushCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved This
exceptional book asks and answers a diverse series of questions. Keyes s book deserves awide readership. --
Washington PostA thoughtful, often amusing look at the way we dodge the truth and tolerate dishonesty. --BooklistAn
important, provocative new book. --New Republic (online)



