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Richard B. Sheridan, George Colman the Elder : The Rivals and Polly Honeycombe (Broadview Editions) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rivals and Polly 
Honeycombe (Broadview Editions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great editionBy mighty book hunterif you're interested in early 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=155481006X


novels and how they were seen in the 1700s, this is the perfect place to start: the intro and extra mats are clear and 
interesting, polly honeycombe and the rivals are funny, and the appendix gives hilarious examples of reviewers 
trashing novel-reading, which are like current trashings of info tech and fb but much funnier. great edition of some fun 
material.

The Rivals and Polly Honeycombe revolve around young women who wish the world would conform to novelistic 
convention. Unlike most eighteenth-century heroines keen on novel reading, however, Lydia Languish and Polly 
Honeycombe are neither deluded nor in any real danger. Rather, they inhabit a world in which everyone is engaged in 
some sort of quixotic performance; the more appealing characters are just willing to admit it. Both farcical and wise, 
these plays teasingly celebrate the perennial appeal of fiction, while never letting us forget how much it relies upon the 
everyday rituals of performance. The introduction to this Broadview edition explores the interrelations between print 
and performance in the eighteenth century, including a detailed and well-illustrated account of what it was like to go to 
the theater. Appendices include material on the original casts, the often dubious reputation of novel reading and 
circulating libraries, Sheridans high-profile elopement with Elizabeth Linley (which made him a celebrity before he 
ever staged a word), and the narrative possibilities conjured up by setting The Rivals in the resort city of Bath. 

These two comedies, about novel-reading girls gone wild, make for an inspired pairing; in this edition, David A. 
Brewer makes the pairing pay off handsomely. With its revelatory illustrations, its deft notes, its brief biographies of 
the plays original performers, its varied and very amusing supplementary readings, and its ingenious, down-to-earth 
introduction, Brewers edition does the best job Ive seen of getting readers not only through the plays but to the 
playhouse: of helping them to imagine the daily experiencesof work and leisure, print and public lifethat shaped both 
actors and audiences, and that inflected their interactions during the first runs of these two hugely entertaining shows. 
Stuart Sherman, Fordham University David A. Brewers new edition of The Rivals and Polly Honeycombe is a 
fantastic resource for scholars and students studying eighteenth-century British literature and culture. The plays are, in 
themselves, two of the most entertaining works of the period, and they remain remarkably relevant for our own time, 
given their focus on the impact of popular culture. But what really make this edition stand out are the editorial 
apparatus and the rich historical and visual materials provided in the introduction and appendices. This edition cant 
teach itself, but it will certainly help others teach this material to best effect. Matthew J. Kinservik, University of 
Delaware From the Back Cover The Rivals and Polly Honeycombe revolve around young women who wish the world 
would conform to novelistic convention. Unlike most eighteenth-century heroines keen on novel reading, however, 
Lydia Languish and Polly Honeycombe are neither deluded nor in any real danger. Rather, they inhabit a world in 
which everyone is engaged in some sort of quixotic performance; the more appealing characters are just willing to 
admit it. Both farcical and wise, these plays teasingly celebrate the perennial appeal of fiction, while never letting us 
forget how much it relies upon the everyday rituals of performance. The introduction to this Broadview edition 
explores the interrelations between print and performance in the eighteenth century, including a detailed and well-
illustrated account of what it was like to go to the theater. Appendices include material on the original casts, the often 
dubious reputation of novel reading and circulating libraries, Sheridans high-profile elopement with Elizabeth Linley 
(which made him a celebrity before he ever staged a word), and the narrative possibilities conjured up by setting The 
Rivals in the resort city of Bath. About the Author David A. Brewer is Associate Professor of English at The Ohio 
State University. 


