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Sverre Johnsen, Leif Erlend Johannessen : The Ruy Lopez: a Guide for Black  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ruy Lopez: a Guide for Black: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Ruy Lopez: a Guide for BlackBy Kenneth K. RaymondAn excellent 
book if, as Black, you want to answer the Ruy Lopez along closed lines.At least two related responses are provided. 
One is for relative beginners. Called Regrouping, it is not at once clear that it is an alternative method recommended 
particularly for the less initiated.l Would have been nice if this had been made clear. General overview of the Ruy is 
very nicely set out. That overview, the Regrouping alternative with ...Qd7, answers to departures of White with d3 and 
d4 instead of h3, and the exchange and deferred exchange chapters form the minimum first level preparation to get 
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from this book. Later one can return to the full variation chosen (without ...Qd7). All explanations are clear. 
Recommended1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This a very thorough book on playing black against 
the ...By J. FRITZThis a very thorough book on playing black against the Ruy Lopez. It's written for more advanced 
players but beginners - intermediate players(myself) will learn quite a bit as well even if they aren't able to follow 
along to move 20.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Gabriel Adrian Romanellia bible of 
Ruy Lopez

The Ruy Lopez (or Spanish Opening) is one of the critical chess battlegrounds. It has long been recommended as an 
excellent chess opening for training purposes, as it leads to a wide variety of structures and strategies. This book is a 
complete guide to handling the black side of the Lopez, based principally around the Zaitsev Variation, upon which 
Anatoly Karpov relied during much of his career. This line leads to sharp play, often in open battles where Black gains 
active counterplay and challenges White to seize the initiative on the kingside. The authors explain in detail how Black 
can weather the storm. They also explain how Black can handle the practical problem of the Ng5 repetition, and 
recommend reliable procedures against White's other options in the Lopez, starting off with the Exchange Variation, 
and moving on to a variety of closed systems. Throughout, the emphasis is on what readers actually need to know and 
understand in order to play the opening successfully in practice. There is a great deal of explanation of important 
ideas, and the authors take pains to guide their readers away from potential pitfalls.

About the AuthorSverre Johnsen is a FIDE-rated player from Norway. He is an enthusiastic chess analyst, researcher 
and writer, and co-author of Win with the London System, one of the most popular openings books of recent years. He 
is also co-author, with Ivar Bern and Simen Agdestein, of Win with the Stonewall Dutch. Leif Johannessen is a young 
grandmaster, also from Norway. He plays in several national leagues and has represented his country in many team 
events. The quality of his opening preparation is shown by the fact that he won the prize for most important theoretical 
novelty in Informator 92. 


