
[Free and download] The Scandinavian

The Scandinavian

John Emms 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

#3695942 in Books Everyman Chess 1997-03-28Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 .42 x 6.14 x 9.05l, #File 
Name: 1901259021144 pages | File size: 46.Mb

John Emms : The Scandinavian  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised The Scandinavian: 

20 of 24 people found the following review helpful. How useful this book is depends on the side you play it fromBy A 
CustomerThis book is hard to rate. I would have given it 5 stars from the White side, 3 stars (if that) from the Black 
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side. I have played this line from both sides, and the main problem with the book is, as mentioned in a previous 
review, it lacks a lot of the deviations white can play. In order to master the White side of the Scandinavian, one 
doesn't have to know all the deviations, just needs a sound system to play against it. Black, however, must know what 
to do if a player deviates, such as that 6.Ne4 mentioned in a previous review, or in my case, I used to play the 
scandinavian with 2...Nf6, and 3.Nc3 isn't even mentioned, though played constantly. If it's going to cover the caro-
kann panov, it should also cover the Scandinavian/Alekhine hybrid. What is good that is he isn't biased toward one 
side, like many opening books are. Definitely worth getting if you need something to beat that annoying Center-
Counter, but if you are looking to play it as black, it's not a "bad" book, but it's far from complete, and you would need 
another source to fill all the gaps.14 of 16 people found the following review helpful. This is a good book, from 
White's or Black's viewpoint.By AnthonyOk, I know that some of the reviewers have said that the book is incomplete 
in that it lacks some of the lines frequently played by White. I guess so, but I don't come across those lines frequently 
on the internet or in rated over the board events. True, Emms does not cover all the lines. You can fault him for that, 
but I don't think it is possible to cover all the White (I play the Black side of the Scandinavian, never White's as I play 
1. d4 as White)possiblities in a book of this scope. This book is obviously designed to get you playing the Scandi 
reasonably well in a short period of time. Emms covers the main lines, the most likely deviations and covers the ideas 
and plans behind those lines. This book is for club players who need a reasonable defense to 1. e4. I will go on to say 
that even club players would most likely want to follow up with another book on the Scandi to fill in the gaps. I guess 
that I collect chess books so getting another does not bother me.Now, about the opening. What I like about the Scandi 
is that at the club level, Black is more likely to have a better idea of what is going on that White. I used to play the 
Sicilian Dragon. In my opinion, not a good idea for club players. I have better results with the Scandi because I have a 
more open game with more play for my pieces. Maybe I just played the Dragon poorly, but I have never regretted 
switching.31 of 35 people found the following review helpful. THIS IS A GOOD BOOKBy Abolaji OgunsholaI had 
to write this review after seeing what had been written below by other reviewers.The Scandinavian is one of the few 
lines were understanding piece placement and typical themes can get you thru most of the lines. OF course, some lines 
are sharp, but that is why you get an opening book - to have an idea what the typical GM plans/moves are.The line that 
people have given with Ne4 is not close to a test of the Scandinavian - no GM would seriously play it against a 
peer.THe key to learning an opening like the Scandi is to know the typical ideas that are common within the pawn 
structure and with specific piece placements. GM Emms does this very well - I learned some tactical patterns after 
repeated use and study of the Icelandic Gambit and the attacking themes in it. He also explains the key idea of the 
Scandi - light square domination - and stresses it wherever it occurs.I think the book is theoretically correct in the 
mainlines. Some of the sidelines are not as well explained or analyzed - but I think that will be a failing in any book 
where a GM has to look thru many games. Emms does recommend new moves on occasion, though since I'm not a 
chess magazine subscriber, I'm unsure how much of his material is new or original.However, for anyone who wants to 
understand the Scandinavian, you can do much worse than buy this book. Just playing over all the games in a chapter 
gives you an idea of what goes on in that line. A lot of credit goes to the opening and its simple (if you can say that 
about chess) nature, but credit must also be given to the writer for his selection of games and his explanations of 
thematic ideas.

A new title aimed at club and tournament chess players which explains how to play the Scandinavian Defence. Draws 
upon model games for both sides to outline core theoretical issues, practical strategies and tactics used.

From the Back CoverIn recent years, the Scandinavian Defense (1 c4 d5) has become increasingly popular both at club 
and grandmaster level. Indeed, it was even used by Viswanathan Anand in his World Championship match against 
Garry Kasparov! In this book for club and tournament players, Grandmaster John Emms explains the strategy and 
tactics of this dynamic and fashionable opening. Through the use of model games for both sides, the author provides a 
thorough grounding in the key ideas so players can quickly and confidently start to use the Scandinavian in their own 
games. 


