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.com In today's era of corporate concept movies marketed to the coveted 18-to-39-year-old white male demographic, it 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1578590922


is easy to think of films as being made largely by and for men. If you're looking for an alternative to whining about 
this situation, The St. James Women Filmmakers Encyclopedia is a heartening examination of just how much women 
have contributed to the cinema. This fascinating and expansive book covers not just female directors but also writers, 
producers, editors, and designers who have had an impact in the film world. The Encyclopedia is also refreshingly 
culture blind, giving Hong Kong director Ann Hui and Senegalese writer-director Safi Faye as much space as Jodie 
Foster or Lina Wertmller. Not merely a rah-rah-look-what-we-gals-can-do bit of fluff, each entry is treated to a serious 
examination of influences and career, bringing up noteworthy flaws as well as highlights. While certainly edifying to 
read straight through, the greatest pleasure this book offers is to the browser, hopping from a discussion of the 
controversial career and alliances of Leni Riefenstahl to a look at Mae West's scandalous self-written scripts. With its 
comprehensive coverage of everyone from Hollywood powerhouses to people you've never heard of (unless you really 
pay attention to credits), The St. James Women Filmmakers Encyclopedia is a welcome addition to any film fan's 
bookshelf. --Ali DavisFrom the Back CoverBehind the Scenes but Not Forgotten For more than 100 years, women 
have been a vital force in shaping the movies we see today. In 1896, young French producer-director Alice Guy 
became the world's first woman filmmaker, two years after Thomas Edison demonstrated the Kinetoscope in Paris and 
a year after the brothers Lumiare projected their first film. Guy may very well have been the first director to present a 
story on film, and she should be celebrated for her incredible achievement. But her 30-year career as an independent 
film director was nearly forgotten by 1953 when the French government very belatedly awarded the 80-year-old 
filmmaker the Legion of Honor. Since the days of Guy's pioneering, many women have contributed significantly to the 
making of movies, working behind the camera as directors, producers, animators, cinematographers, editors, 
screenwriters, costume designers, and art directors. This often-overlooked part of the historic and contemporary film 
industry is captured in 7he St. James Women Filmmakers Enc clopedia. Open the pages of The St. James Women 
Filmmakers Encyclopedia and you'll discover the history of more than 200 women filmmakers from around the world. 
Read little-known stories of women from the beginning of motion pictures to present day. You'll also enjoy hard-to-
find information on current women filmmakers and their films, influences, and vision. 


