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Noah Strycker : The Thing with Feathers: The Surprising Lives of Birdsand What They Reveal About Being
Human before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Thing
with Feathers: The Surprising Lives of Birds and What They Revea About Being Human:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome book.By CyndyAwesome book...amazing research,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=159463341X

presented in a completely down-to-earth way, using touching scenarios, personal stories, and lots and lots of humor. A
great gift for the bird lover in your life!l0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic book about our
feathered friends! By PhoebastriaBeing a bird nerd myself, | thoroughly enjoyed this book. Balancing witty anecdotes
and technical, peer-reviewed articles, Noah Strycker does an excellent job giving readers fun and surprising insights
into the lives of our feathered friends. Going from stories about sterile poop from vultures to the love lives of albatross
to red contact lenses and chickens, each chapter is equaly interesting. | highly recommend this book to everyone! |
have already suggested it to many friends and almost everyone in my family has read it now. We're huge fans and
thank Noah for writing such awonderful book!5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. BEST ever book on

of information, studiously presented, competently written...well, sometimes they are a bit dry, tedious, meant to be
picked up occasionally, but tough to sit down and read through. Dense? Maybe so. Strycker's book is absolutely
wonderful, incredibly engaging from the first page to the last. Yes, every topicis VERY well researched, from how
turkey vultures manage to locate dead yum yums (and it's not what you would think--a great sniffer, right?) to why
snowy owls sometimes appear in the least likely locations--again, not what you would think...I tend to tear through a
book that | am enjoying, but this experience was very different. | savored each chapter, set the book aside for a bit--
and tried to stifle my appetite a bit to enjoy the next terrific piece. Strycker is an excellent writer, a creative thinker, a
thorough researcher, a passionate lover of those things with feathers. --And his examination of birds goes beyond that
to reflect on us, those things without feathers!

An entertaining and profound look at the lives of birds, illuminating their surprising worldand deep connection with
humanity. Birds are highly intelligent animals, yet their intelligence is dramatically different from our own and has
been little understood. As we learn more about the secrets of bird life, we are unlocking fascinating insights into
memory, relationships, game theory, and the nature of intelligence itself.The Thing with Feathers explores the
astonishing homing abilities of pigeons, the good deeds of fairy-wrens, the influential flocking abilities of starlings,
the deft artistry of bowerbirds, the extraordinary memories of nutcrackers, the lifelong loves of albatrosses, and other
mysteriesrevealing why birds do what they do, and offering a glimpse into our own nature.Drawing deep from
personal experience, cutting-edge science, and colorful history, Noah Strycker spins captivating stories about the birds
in our midst and shares the startlingly intimate coexistence of birds and humans. With humor, style, and grace, he
shows how our view of the world is often, and remarkably, through the experience of birds. Y ouve never read a book
about birdslike this one.

From Booklist* Starred * Birds are fascinating, and the more we humans study them, the more similarities we find
between ourselves and our feathered neighbors. Strycker, editor of Birding magazine and author (Among Penguins,
2011), here combines the latest in ornithological science with snippets of history and his own vast experience in the
field to hatch athoroughly entertaining examination of bird behavior. Some avian behaviors dont apply to humansthe
almost magical homing abilities of pigeons, the incredible sense of smell of turkey vultures (as tested by the teenage
author with the cooperation of avery dead deer and his extremely tolerant parents)but many seemingly incredible bird
actions have parallelsin our own lives. Fairy wrens are cooperative breeders and show us one reason humans so often
collaborate. The famous pecking order seen in domestic chickens certainly is evident in office politics, and magpies
have often been seen holding impromptu funerals for their deceased flock mates. A sulphur-crested cockatoo named
Snowball dancesin synchrony to his favorite Backstreet Boys CD, leading to a discussion of the role of music for both
birds and humans. Birds are equally alien and familiar, and in Stryckers absorbing survey, we find out how much fun
it issimply to watch them. --Nancy Bent Praise for The Thing with Feathers "Mr. Strycker has the ability to write
about the worlds of man and fowl without simplifying either.... He thinks like a biologist but writes like a poet, and
one of the small pleasures of The Thing With Feathers is watching him distill empirical research into lyrical
imagery.... Part the palm fronds behind his sentences, and you can almost see the British naturalist and broadcaster
David Attenborough standing there in a pith helmet, smiling with amused approval at Mr. Strycker's off-center
sensibility." Wall Street Journal The Thing With Feathers turns a shrewd, comparative eye on a succession of bird
familiesto explore what [Strycker] calls their human characteristicsThisis an engaging work which illuminates
something profound about al life, including our own. The Economist "Lovely, provocative..." Robert Krulwich, NPR
"Fascinating" Minneapolis Star-Tribune "One of the best bird books youll read this decade. Guaranteed." --
BirdWatching The Things With Feathers will encourage you to take a closer look at the natural world around you, and
perhaps learn more not only about what you see but who you are." Seattle Times [Strycker] combinesthe latest in
ornithological science with snippets of history and his own vast experience in the field to hatch a thoroughly
entertaining examination of bird behavior In Stryckers absorbing survey, we find out how much fun it is simply to
watch them. Booklist, STARRED [Stryckers] prose is difficult to stop reading. Publishers Weekly A delightful book
with broad appeal. Kirkus s A dazzling variety of avian subjects, including connections between birds and humans.
Library Journal Theres bird watching, then there is obsessing over why nearly 2,500 different species do the things



they do. Thats Noah Strycker, and this lovely book is compelling to those that chart the different birds they see on
walks, and the rest of uswho just gaze longingly at them as they fly through the air. Flavorwire Noah Strycker
exploresthe increasing likelihood that birds enjoy avastly richer intellectual, emotional and even artistic life than we
smug humans have ever suspected. Read this book. Scott Weidensaul, author of Living on the Wind and The First
Frontier "Asthe 'owner' of adancing Green-cheeked Conure, as alife-long pigeon-lover, seabird researcher, and
falcon enthusiast, | can tell you that not only is this book full of solid informationl expected thatbut as awriter | am
astonished at how loose and easy Noah Strycker has made the reading for us. Thisis an insightful and wonderfully
companionable book. | cant wait to read more from Strycker; meanwhile we have this gem." Carl Safina, author

of Song for the Blue OceanandThe View From Lazy Point. A thoughtful, engaging book, encompassing pigeon races,
physics, vulture baiting, the Backstreet Boys, and a mathematical model applicable to both tennis rankings and
chicken hierarchiesa work of dazzling range, nimbly written. Brian Kimberling, author of Snapper Ive read books
about birds all of my life and this is the one Ive been waiting for. Birds have a great deal to teach us. Strycker loves
birds, understands their magic and mystery, and can extrapolate from their behavior wisdom for us all. At last we have
abook worthy of this subject. Mary Pipher, author of The Green BoatAbout the AuthorNoah Strycker has studied
birds in some of the worlds most extreme environments, from the high Arctic to the jungle and Australian bush, and is
an associate editor of the American Birding Associations magazine, Birding. His previous book, Among Penguins,
describes a summer in an isolated Antarctic field camp. Noah writes, lectures, and lives near Eugene, Oregon, between
field seasons.



