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From William Irwin : The Ultimate Harry Potter and Philosophy: Hogwarts for Muggles  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ultimate Harry Potter and Philosophy: 
Hogwarts for Muggles: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Amusing Engaging - I'd Give it 6 Stars, if I Could!By J. 
SummersFun and excellent book. If I were a professor of philosophy (rather than my field), I'd teach a Harry Potter 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0470398256


Philosophy course using this as the main textbook. It's fun and interesting. I got the book on tape as well, and I have a 
blast listening to the analysis and connections using the Harry Potter universe with fun philosophic ideas (some of 
which I'm familiar with, and some not-so-much). Each chapter references the Harry Potter universe in great detail. 
Perfect for fans who want to dive into the philosophy Rowling used as well as fans who want to use this as a jumping 
off point to enter philosophy...or just think about concepts in a new, fun way, as I do.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Perfect for any Harry Potter FanBy MeredithAn excellent book for any Harry Potter fan, this read 
delves into the world of Harry Potter from a philosophical and moral standpoint, using specific examples from both 
the books and the films (though primarily the books) to spark thought, debate, and otherwise enrich the world of HP. I 
would highly recommend this to HP fans.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great literary criticism in 
addition to being a great introduction to many philosophical topicsBy Tanner the SeekerGreat literary criticism in 
addition to being a great introduction to many philosophical topics. The contributors are all accomplished in the 
academy, and are passionate Harry Potter fans. The truly surprising and pleasant discovery for one interested in 
scholarship and the enjoyment of popular literature, is that none of the arguments are stretched or force. The theses are 
strong and laudably defended. The books speak for themselves as worthy indeed of serious thought and scholarship.

A philosophical exploration of the entire seven-book Harry Potter series Harry Potter has been heralded as one of the 
most popular book series of all time and the philosophical nature of Harry, Hermione, and Ron's quest to rid the world 
of its ultimate evil is one of the many things that make this series special. The Ultimate Harry Potter and Philosophy 
covers all seven titles in J.K. Rowling's groundbreaking series and takes fans back to Godric's Hollow to discuss life 
after death, to consider what moral reasoning drove Harry to choose death, and to debate whether Sirius Black is a 
man or a dog. With publication timed to coincide with the release of the movie Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
(Part 1), this book will be the definitive guide for all fans looking to appreciate the series on a deeper level. Covers a 
range of intriguing topics such as the redemption of Severus Snape, the power of love, and destiny in the wizarding 
world Gives you a new perspective on Harry Potter characters, plot lines, and themes Makes a perfect companion to 
the Harry Potter books and movies Packed with interesting ideas and insights, The Ultimate Harry Potter and 
Philosophy is an ideal companion for anyone interested in unraveling the subtext and exploring the greater issues at 
work in the story.

'Packed with interesting ideas and insights...an ideal companion for anyone interested in unraveling the subtext and 
exploring the greater issues.' (Planet-Print Blog.com, July 2011).From the Back CoverIs it always wrong to use a love 
potion? Is death something to be feared . . . or "mastered"? What can Severus Snape teach us about the possibility of 
redemption? Is love the most powerful magic of all? J. K. Rowling's wildly popular Harry Potter books may appear to 
be simple children's tales on the surface, but like Hogwarts, they conceal many hidden chambers, trapdoors, and 
perplexing secrets. Drawing on all seven books in the Harry Potter series, The Ultimate Harry Potter and Philosophy 
offers a powerful brew of insights about good and evil, love, death, power, sacrifice, and hope. Is it true, as 
Dumbledore says, that our choices reveal far more about us than our abilities do? Is there an afterlife, and what might 
it be like? Here's a Pensieve for your thoughts. So take a healthy slug of Baruffio's Brain Elixir and join Bassham's 
Army of talented philosophers in exploring the mind-stretching deeper questions of the Potter books and films. To 
learn more about the Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture series, visit www.andphilosophy.com BLACKWELL 
PHILOSOPHY AND POP CULTURE SERIES This book has not been approved, licensed, or sponsored by any entity 
or person involved in creating or producing Harry Potter, the book series, or films.About the AuthorGREGORY 
BASSHAM is chair of the Philosophy Department and a professor of philosophy at King's College in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. He is coeditor of the forthcoming The Hobbit and Philosophy and has coedited The Lord of the Rings 
and Philosophy, The Chronicles of Narnia and Philosophy, and Basketball and Philosophy. WILLIAM IRWIN is a 
professor of philosophy at King's College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. He originated the philosophy and popular 
culture genre of books as coeditor of the bestselling The Simpsons and Philosophy and has overseen recent titles, 
including Batman and Philosophy, House and Philosophy, and Alice in Wonderland and Philosophy. 


