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Laurence A. Rickels: The Vampire Lectures before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Vampire Lectures:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. There are better vampire study books...By BelleMacabrel bought
this book when | was writing along critical paper on vampires and feminism. There were some interesting information
but mostly it was an overview of things | got elsewhere. Even though it focused on some of the same stories| did


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816633924

(Draculaand Carmilla) | pulled only two quotes to put in my notes and only one ended up in my paper. | was able to
get much more in depth, interesting critical analysis from Our Vampires, Ourselves and The Monstrous-Feminine:
Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (Popular Fictions Series).Only get this book if you want a general, scattered
overview.10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. An interesting book, but consider this before you read
it...By P. FunkLawrence Rickels has a very particular writing style that is often frowned upon because the ‘average
reader cannot really handleit. It isjargonistic, self-inflating, self-validating, and extremely complex. Like many other
writers of critical theory, Rickelsis engaging in adiscourse for those 'in the know." Thisis not an introductory book on
the subject of vampyrism, and | would not recommend it to any reader if they are not at first familar with
contemporary psychoanalytic theory. | enjoy reading Rickels writing because he loves to play around with word puns
inavery witty way. Perhaps a better introduction to Rickels' writings would be his many short articlesin various art
exhibition catalogues (check your local university library). I do not think | would have enjoyed this book had | not had
the opportunity to listen to Rickels' lectures. This book requires an active reader who iswilling to struggle with the
text (that is the beauty of theory, right? A sort of painful pleasure). That said, it can be rewarding if you are up for a
challenge.30 of 35 people found the following review helpful. Intellectual Chocolate Mousse - Anne RiceBy A
Customerl have just discovered this book and make a strong recommendation of it. It is called THE VAMPIRE
LECTURES. The author isa professor at U.C. Santa Barbara. His nameis Laurence A. Rickels. The publisher sent me
the book, and | am very glad that they did because Professor Rickels has a great deal to say in THE VAMPIRE
LECTURES about the first three books of the Vampire Chronicles as well as about other vampire literature and film in
general.According to the info that came with the book, Professor Rickels' class on vampires has apparently become
extremely popular over the years, on the Santa Barbara Campus. He started with afew students and he now has
hundreds.| am quite amazed by many of his observationsin the book, but above all, I'm honored to be included as a
subject for study. The book is quite intellectually hefty.l think many of you will find this book interesting. Some of
you will find it extremely challenging and engrossing. Many of you will find it satisfying. It's the ultimate book to give
to anyone who makes fun of you for liking vampire novels or films. To quote the publisher, the book "makes an
original and intellectually rigorous contribution to literary and psychoanalytic theory, identifying the subconscious
meanings, complex symbolism, and philosophical arguments-- particularly those of Marx, Freud, and Nietzche--
embedded in vampirism and gothic literature."I've ordered several copies of the book from .com so | know it's
available. It's published by the University of Minnesota Press. Again, | recommend it. It is not easy going as aread but
itisincredibly rich and thought provoking. I'm grateful for it. When | write novels, | think and feel as Lestat or Louis
or Armand, and it's wonderful to read Professor Rickels commentary on what 1've done.Anne Rice (Submitted by
Anne Rice, author)

BelaLugosi may -- as the eighties gothic rock band Bauhaus sang -- be dead, but the vampire lives on. A nightmarish
figure dwelling somewhere between genuine terror and high camp, a morbid repository for the psychic projections of
diverse cultures, an endlessly recyclable mass-mediaicon, the vampire is an enduring object of fascination, fear,
ridicule, and reverence. In The Vampire Lectures, Laurence A. Rickels sifts through the rich mythology of vampirism,
from medieval folklore to Marilyn Manson, to explore the profound and unconscious appeal of the undead.Based on
the course Rickels has taught at the University of California, Santa Barbara, for several years (a course that isitself a
cult phenomenon on campus), The Vampire Lectures reflects Rickels's unique lecture style and provides alively
history of vampirism in legend, literature, and film. Rickels unearths a trove that includes eyewitness accounts of
vampire attacks; burial rituals and sexual taboos devised to keep vampirism at bay; Hungarian countess Elisabeth
Bathory's use of girls blood in her sadistic beauty regimen; Bram Stoker's Dracula, with its turn-of-the-century media
technologies; F. W. Murnau's haunting Nosferatu; and crude, though intense, straight-to-video horror films such as
Subspecies. He makes intuitive, often unexpected connections among these sometimes wildly disparate sources.More
than simply a compilation of vampire lore, however, The Vampire Lectures makes an original and intellectually
rigorous contribution to literary and psychoanalytic theory, identifying the subconscious meanings, complex
symbolism, and philosophical arguments -- particularly those of Marx, Freud, and Nietzsche -- embeddedin vampirism
and gothic literature.

From Publishers WeeklySince 1986, Rickels, a specialist in German literature and psychoanalytic theory (Aberrations
of Mourning), has been giving vampire lectures at UC-Santa Barbara. He devel oped this "course load of auto-
stimulation™ to interest studentsin FreudAin particular, in his psychoanalytic treatment of mourning. The course was
not an instant success, but 10 years later, it's standing room only. What appears hereis, according to Rickels, "between
reading/writing and the propagandistic talking of teaching.” From embalming practices to pop culture, Rickels draws
on every possible vampire metaphor to make his points. Claiming (dubiously) that the occult dates from the onset of
technology, he calls vampire tales the "afterimage” of technological innovation. In hisfirst "lecture,” Rickels discusses
Stoker, Rice, sexology and Vlad the Impaler to show that there are four distinct histories of vampirism. Many chapters
focus on contemporary contributions such as "Buffy, Near Dark Salem Lot," while some dissect obscure works such as



Guy de Maupassant's The Horla (atale about a malevolent invisible force). Rickels even throws in shlock filmmaker
Ed Wood. Y et he returns repeatedly to Stoker's Draculato illustrate our psychodynamic reality, filled with death
wishes, erotic substitution and symbolic meanings. The central problem isthe analysis. Perhaps Rickelsistrying to
mimic teenage jargon, but hisinsights often come out as a convoluted blend of academic affectation and pop
interpretation. For example, to explain why the university is the perfect place for his"Freudo-vampiric intervention,”
he describes it as "the heartbeat-later fleshing and flushing out of the emerging techno externalizations of what Freud
would analyze asinternal psychic mechanisms." While this book offers a sophisticated survey of vampire culture,
most readers wouldn't want to be taking notes. (Sept.) Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library
Journal This collection of class lectures/essays from a course Rickels (Univ. of Santa Barbara) taught in 1986
systematically explores the rich treasury of beliefs about vampirism. More than an anthology of vampire lore, the book
examines issues associated with the supernatural. The historical treatment ranges widely from runes to medieval
folklore to current pop artist Marilyn Manson, weaving together complex symbolism and philosophical arguments
associated with the nightmarish figures dwelling in netherland. Rickels mines the study of cult phenomena, including
vampire attacks, burial rituals, and sexual taboos that are recounted in legends, literature, and folklore. This vigorous
contribution to literary and paranormal theory collections will enhance the pursuit of often remote scholarship into
mythology and sorcery.ARichard K. Burns, MSLS, Hatboro, PA Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



