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Lna Mauger : The Vanished: The "Evaporated People" of Japan in Stories and Photographs  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Vanished: The "Evaporated People" 
of Japan in Stories and Photographs: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. RivetingBy SandiThis is a Japanese phenomenon that I was totally 
unaware of. In fact, of all of the people I asked, no one had heard of this before. The translation was excellent and the 
photos lent to its emotional impact. I have passed this book on and am considering buying it again.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. HauntingBy Kilgore TroutIt's incomprehensible that there is a whole sector of society 
that exists in the shadows. Japan is a wealthy country, both in material goods and traditions. It is structured, there is a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=151070826X


supposed to be a place for everyone. A culture that encouraged kamikaze missions for the greater good will never 
understand why the evaporated has chosen to walk away from it all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Interesting Overview, Poor AnalysisBy SabrinaThis book provides an overview of a very interesting topic, but fails to 
delve deeply into the motivations from eschewing family and diving into the shadows of society. I would have greatly 
appreciated a more in-depth analysis of the topic.(The photography in the book is very powerful, though.)

Every year, nearly one hundred thousand Japanese vanish without a trace. Known as the johatsu, or the evaporated, 
they are often driven by shame and hopelessness, leaving behind lost jobs, disappointed families, and mounting debts. 
In The Vanished, journalist Lna Mauger and photographer Stphane Remael uncover the human faces behind the 
phenomenon through reportage, photographs, and interviews with those who left, those who stayed behind, and those 
who help orchestrate the disappearances. Their quest to learn the stories of the johatsu weaves its way through: A 
Tokyo neighborhood so notorious for its petty criminal activities that it was literally erased from the maps 
Reprogramming camps for subpar bureaucrats and businessmen to become better employees The charmless citadel of 
Toyota City, with its iron grip on its employees The suicide cliffs of Tojinbo, patrolled by a man fighting to save the 
desperate The desolation of Fukushima in the aftermath of the tsunami And yet, as exotic and foreign as their stories 
might appear to an outsiders eyes, the human experience shared by the interviewees remains powerfully universal. 

"Bears witness to the loneliness and sadness of the 'evaporated people.'" Kirkus "Chilling." New York Post An 
extraordinary book. An investigation that reads like a novel. Nicolas Demorand, France Inter The Vanished is a 
valuable look at a side of Japan rarely mentioned by its inhabitants. Hats off to Mauger and Remael for investigating 
areas where normal Japanese don't dare to tread. Benjamin Boas, Keio University, Tokyo Reading The Vanished, I felt 
like I was really there, traveling together with Lna and Stphane and discovering with them different layers of 
understanding deeper than what I apparently see in my daily life here in Tokyo. One of those books that leave an 
imprint and make you think about what is important in life. I feel the word johatsu will stay in my heart forever. 
Hector Garcia, author, A Geek in Japan An important book about a facet of Japanese society that often slips below the 
focal points of other, more sweeping treatments of Japan. . . . I hope the book will be translated into Japanese. Charles 
T. Whipple, author, Seeing Japan and A Matter of Tea "A brilliant and meticulous investigation." Gnrations Plus 


