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6 of 9 people found the following review helpful. political views don't change realityBy Patrick J. HairYes. 
Establishment supporters would like you to push this book aside. The media in those days was neither conservative or 
liberal. It was both and neither. I remember when local TV news (I lived in the Phili area) had editorials from their 
staff. One night would be a conservative view, another night would be a leftist or a radical view. The media outlets, in 
general were a lot more independent. Sure they were owned by rich guys and rich stockholders, but not all of those 
people were controlled, bought and paid for by the establishment. The media reported much more fairly then. The 
reason why hippies were seen and heard more and more on TV is because they WERE a cultural phenonmenae and 
people wanted to know and see and hear what they were about in order to form an opinion. The music people were 
listening to reflected that cultural change and difference and was therefore "news" as well. People spent a lot of money 
making a choice to purchase that counterculture music thru concerts and records and others wanted to know why and 
get a grip on what was happening in their world. That IS news. But the establishment at that time didn't fully 
understand the importance of TV to influence the masses UNTIL the hippies and their ideas spread like wildfire and 
gained general acceptance which eventually changed law. When Nixon debated Kennedy in 1960, they both failed to 
understand how even their physical appearance influenced how people viewed them. They both made mistakes. But by 
1972, Nixon had learned and often came off looking and sounding pretty good. I even liked him although I lean 
liberal. Most establishment types, and even my parents, held that TV was primarily for entertainment and not to be 
taken too seriously. But as the public turned against segregation, Viet Nam, beating hippies (who were after all thier 
CHILDREN or their neighbors children) and occaisionally saw some stuffed-shirt politician behave like an ogre or say 
something insane and vote the idiot out of office ONLY THEN did the ruling elite realize that TV was a factor in 
influencing thought and action. Only then did they take it seriously. The young people of the time already "got" this 
and used it to their advantage. While their moms and dads were busy working or being tired from working, the kids 
were watching Elvis shake his hips, the Beatles long hair, Bob Dylan on the Mike Douglas show, The Temptations and 
Bill Cosby on The Hoolywood Palace thinking why do we want to segregate and oppress people like the Temptations 
and Bill Cosby and how unfair and evil that is.As far as David Crosby and drugs...It's a well known fact that pot and 
LSD were used for years without problems. The CIA experimented with them to use them for truth-getting and mind 
control but failed. At the time, they were not illegal. The hippies used and abused them for creativity enhancement and 
mind expansion which the establishment hated. They didn't want free-thinkers to challange them or change the status 
quo. SO they funded the importation of heroin and cocaine, which eventually many counter-culture movement leaders 
began to use and OF COURSE it destroyed them. That was the plan. The whole movement fell apart. The leaders were 
so messed up that they became ineffective and irrelevant and some of them went to jail. How many FBI and CIA went 
to jail for bringing those drugs in though?? Exactly none. Mad yet? The media today is mostly if not entirely 
controlled by the neocon establishment and their supporters and benefactors. There is no such thing as a liberal 
media---then or now. Back then, they just reported BOTH sides and were fair and the establishment decided that was 
not good so they have since established control over the news and to some extent even what we see as entertainment.0 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy YANG Y.a classic6 of 13 people found the following 
review helpful. Important contribution to media studiesBy media thinkerThis book is widely used in college courses 
because it provides an important example of how the media works as a part of social organization.

"The whole world is watching!" chanted the demonstrators in the Chicago streets in 1968, as the TV cameras beamed 
images of police cracking heads into homes everywhere. In this classic book, originally published in 1980, acclaimed 
media critic Todd Gitlin first scrutinizes major news coverage in the early days of the antiwar movement. Drawing on 
his own experiences (he was president of the Students for a Democratic Society in 1963-64) and on interviews with 
key activists and news reporters, he shows in detail how the media first ignore new political developments, then select 
and emphasize aspects of the story that treat movements as oddities. He then demonstrates how the media glare made 
leaders into celebrities and estranged them from their movement base; how it inflated the importance of revolutionary 
rhetoric, destabilizing the movement, then promoted "moderate" alternatives--all the while spreading the antiwar 
message. Finally, Gitlin draws together a theory of news coverage as a form of anti-democratic social management--
which he sees at work also in media treatment of the anti-nuclear and other later movements.Updated for 2003 with a 
new preface, The Whole World Is Watching is a subtle and sensitive book, true to the passions and ironic reversals of 
its subject, and filled with provocative insights that apply to the media's relationship with all activist movements.

"An enormously useful book.... Gitlin writes about the way news organizations, as the category implies, 'organize' the 
news world, both for practitioners-- reporters, editors, and managers--and for the consumers--readers, viewers, and 
perhaps even more important, decision-makers.""Gitlin tells us...how the New York Times and CBS reported on 
Students for a Democratic Society, and how their choices mattered for the development of the 60s movement and the 
containment of serious political change." --From the Inside FlapPraise for the original edition: "No phenomenon in 
American life cries out for examination more than the impact of the news media on persons, movements, and events. 
One need not accept all of Gitlin's provocative conclusions to praise the exacting scholarship that has gone into this 



study of what happens to an anti-establishment movement performing on an establishment stage."Daniel Schorr, 
commentator, National Public Radio"An enormously useful book. . . . Gitlin writes about the way news organizations, 
as the category implies, 'organize' the news world, both for practitionersreporters, editors, and managersand for the 
consumersreaders, viewers, and perhaps even more important, decision-makers."Frank Mankiewicz, Washington 
Journalism "Gitlin tells us . . . how the New York Times and CBS reported on Students for a Democratic Society, and 
how their choices mattered for the development of the 60s movement and the containment of serious political 
change."Gaye Tuchman, In These Times 


