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Andrew Soltis : The Wisest Things Ever Said About Chess (Batsford Chess Books)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wisest Things Ever Said About Chess (Batsford 
Chess Books): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. so it wasn't a complete waste.By CustomerI'm a B Class player. I 
haven't been studying chess too long, so I hoped to find a 1 stop shop of chess principles and maxims, even if they 
aren't explained in detail. I'd read some reviews that said that is exactly what this book has. Well this book has some, 
but very few are that helpful. Being generous, I'd say about 35% of the book is helpful and the remaining 65% is to fill 
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pages. But still I did learn something, so it wasn't a complete waste.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Entertaining proverbs about chessBy TomGinTXThis is a good book for what it is trying to be. It is like a page-per-
day calendar in book form. Each of its little sections gives a bit of chess wisdom followed by an example. This would 
be a good book to give as a gift to a chess player. If you are looking for a book to help you become a much better 
chess player, you might do better with another of Soltis' books, such as Studying Chess Made Easy.5 of 5 people 
found the following review helpful. Great book, terrible Kindle version.By Jeffrey MassungThis is a great book if you 
love chess. And, if you are in the 1200-1700 rating range, there's probably several nuggets in here that will help you 
become a better player if you take them to heart.However... do *NOT* get the Kindle version of this book. The panels 
with the board setups used - at least one per "wisest thing said" - are all in the wrong places. They are all there, but on 
the wrong page. This is can make trying to learn/study from this book quite difficult.

As a professional journalist and popular chess author, International Master Andrew Soltis is perhaps the best qualified 
to collect and edit this treasury of chess wisdom through the ages. With quotations running the gamut from timeless 
irony (The winner of the game is the player who makes the next-to-last mistake.Anonymous) to pithy advice (To get 
squares, ya gotta give squares.Bobby Fischer), each nugget of wisdom is accompanied by a chess position illustrating 
the idea behind it. Divided into chapters on Calculation, Intuition, Strategy, Position Evaluation, Openings, Sacrifices, 
Attitude, Endgames, Mistakes, Studying, Time Management, and Tournament Tactics, this is a book that chess fans 
will appreciate as much for its memorable wit as for its practical lessons.

About the AuthorInternational Grandmaster Andrew Soltis is a professional journalist (writes for the New York Post) 
and popular chess writer. He is the author of Rethinking the Chess Pieces (0713489049), How to Make a Chess Move 
(0713489798), Why Lasker Matters (0713489839) and Transpo Tricks in Chess (9780713490510). He lives in New 
York. 


