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Viktor Moskalenko : The Wonderful Winawer: Strategic Ideas Surprise Weapons for Dynamic Chess Players 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wonderful 
Winawer: Strategic Ideas Surprise Weapons for Dynamic Chess Players: 

20 of 21 people found the following review helpful. The second installment on Moskalenko's survey of the FrenchBy 
Peter HodgesAfter a quirky detour into the realm of chess pedagogy with Revolutionize Your Chess Moskalenko 
returns to the writing of pithy opening manuals with "The Wonderful Winawer." The astute reader would do well to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9056913271


consider this as a continuation of Moskalenko's survey of the French Defence, Flexible French: Strategic Explanations 
Surprise Weapons for Dynamic Players, to which he occasionally refers, but both volumes also stand alone. Both 
books are of similar length (WW 272 pages/FF 279) with about 30 pages devoted to 2 Black Winawer sidelines in FF. 
In WW Moskalenko tackles the mainline Poisoned Pawn in about 40 pages with what he refers to as a "skeleton 
repetoire." In general, he does a good job of covering almost all earlier deviations for both White and Black but I was 
disappointed with his response to Larsen's 5.Qf3 idea in the Exchange Winawer (which Watson did an excellent job 
rehabilitating in Dangerous Weapons: The French: Dazzle Your Opponents) which consists of one sentence: "Black 
gets an excellent game after the most precise move 5...Qe7+!" As always, I enjoyed Moskalenko's writing (name 
another chess author who would include a line such as "For this important game against Grischuk, Leinier Dominguez 
had prepared a Banana Daiquiri cocktail--with a little poison!") and the inclusion of photos of various players. Vive la 
France!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. and although that doesn't sound like long, I'm only 20 years 
oldBy CustomerIf you are going to play the French, do yourself a favor and buy this book. I have been playing the 
French for seven years now, and although that doesn't sound like long, I'm only 20 years old. It has taken my USCF 
rating up over 2000, and it's a defense that I have come back to time and again. This is easily the best book on the 
Winawer you will ever find. If you play the Winawer, or are otherwise searching for a sharp defense to liven up your 
games, this book is a must have.13 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Another Moskalenko 
masterpiece!By Jerome LewisDear Readers, Do not buy this book unless you have already purchased "THE 
FLEXIBLE FRENCH" by the same author!! You will regret it sincerely! This book is a continuation of the FF and 
ONLY covers the Winawer Variation of the French D. Most White players play 3. Nd2 instead of 3. Nc3 so the FF 
book will be much more valuable to you. Having said that, "Why should you purchase this book?" The immediate 
answer is, "to lead your opponent down the slippery slope of complications when 3. Nc3 Bb4 IS played!" If you want 
an "outside of the box" variation then the Winawer is truly it! Victor Moskalenko's book IS wonderful and gives a very 
detailed analysis and history of this variation in this regard. I sense the author couldn't include this work in the FF 
book since it would have been too much for digestion and retention. Very good decision on part of the author and 
publishers. The WW book has three parts:P1: "Black and White Deviations"P2: "The Sub and Old Winawer" andP3: 
"The Ultimate Winawer" for a total of eleven chapters. Each chapter is broken into detailed analysis of the mainline 
opening moves of the WW with the following improvements:1. the reference game moves are in bold print and 
commented,2. the primary alternative moves are in bold italics; branching into sub-variations and alternate variations 
with sub-variations outlined by A) then A1), A2), B), then B1a), B2) etc. followed by numbered sub-variations as 
needed,3. Even more sub-titled analysis diagrams are added to improve the reading and visual flow of the book, after 
the main alternate moves and sub-variations.4. the author gives a statistical reference and history beginning each 
chapter, helping the reader know the number of games researched for the variation and winning potential if used, also 
with a comment, and5.the reference games come from mostly exclusive French players or French Terminators! (love 
or hate the french D) Who says the second time around isn't better than the first? All opening guides could take a 
follow of this book! Black immediately goes for the counter punch in this variation and only has to remember a few 
lines to play well, meanwhile White has to prove his ability. Again this book teaches you how to play this French 
variation and if you have purchased the FF by the same author you will be ready for play. P1 covers deviations after 3. 
Nc3 Bb4 mostly encountered using statistics;P2 covers without the exchange on c3 with the sub Winawer chps. 4 5, 4. 
e5 c5 5. a3 and with c3 exchange the Old Winawer chps. 6 (Armenian variation), 7 (Knight system) and 8 (Eingorn 
variation);P3 covers the Ultimate Winawer in chps. 9 (Warsaw variation) 10 Poisoned Pawn variation (PPV)) and 11 
(Black Queen Blues (BQB)). Commonly played lines from professional games are deeply analised and commented 
with improvements to the referenced game moves. As a reader, you shouldn't expect repertoire books to hold your 
hand through a chess game but be a good guide, allowing you to develop your own style and creativity during play. 
Our play improves knowing what to do at the appointed time and situation. This book and author's writing style help 
you accomplish that task. I had the opportunity to play this variation in CC play right off the starting block after 
purchasing this book and wow! I'm holding my own against master players! Buy this book and enjoy the wondrous 
Winawer ride!! If you have the opportunity to play this variation as BLACK, White players will not know what hit 
them!

The widely-played Winawer Variation has been called 'the jewel in the crown of the French Defence'. It is easy to see 
why. This is an opening for players who love a real fight. Black immediately attacks White's centre and the resulting 
positional dynamics offer chances to both sides.


