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Alan Ayckbourn : Things We Do For Love A Play (Acting Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Things We Do For Love A Play (Acting Edition): 

An ingenious set greets the audience of this award winning play: the cross section of a Victorian house that has been 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0573019142


divided into three flats. The owner, a fastidious, elegant executive named Barbara, contentedly occupies the ordered, 
male free ground floor visible in its entirety. The basement ceiling can be seen and this is were Gilbert, a boorish 
postman and handyman, is painting a nude study of his landlady. Barbara is letting Nikki, a schoolfriend, and her 
fiance use the upstairs flat even though she has taken an instant dislike to him. Ever life's victim, Nikki is destined to 
suffer yet again when Barbara succumbs to an unexpected and violent passion.

"A cruel and hilarious masterpiece of tragic comedy and comic tragedy...On all three levels of the house, people have 
fantasies and deep-seated misconceptions about each other and themselves, and Ayckbourn pieces through their 
carapace with the precision of a brain surgeon, releasing hideous pain and grateful, aching, embarrassed laughter in 
equal proportions. He is the only playwright I know who can combine ribald humour with the cruelty of Seneca."--
"Sunday Times" 


