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Donna McKechnie, Greg Lawrence : Time Steps: My Musical Comedy Life  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Time Steps: My Musical Comedy Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy J. CareyI have been fortunate to have seen Donna on 
Broadway a few times and I was always impressed. Of course she was beautiful to look at and a great dancer but there 
was always something else about her, you just couldn't take your eyes off of her, she is special and it just shines when 
she performs. She always seemed so perfect that I just assumed that she had a perfect life to go with her talent. Boy 
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how things can be so different than what you first think. She has had a good life but she has really had some tough 
times to overcome and yet she has come out better for it. I think this would be a neat lady to have lunch with and talk 
to she must have some wonderful stories to share. I think we have to admire her for who she is now not just for her 
amazing talent. There is no doubt in my mind that she will always be the Cassie that every other dancer will have to 
live up to.After all that she has been through I hope she can finally relax and enjoy her life.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The Pleasure of Her CompanyBy Richard MilnerHonest and compelling insights into a 
Broadway star's life in musical theater by one of its brightest triple-threat stars -- actress, singer, and unbelievably 
great dancer. A pleasure to be in the company of this talented, kind, and marvelous human being!0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. I have just finished reading the book and I am ...By anniefannie1234I have just finished 
reading the book and I am recommending it to all my dancer friendsl. I too act, sing and dance so I related to 
EVERYTHING.... This book is so honest so compelling....how she rose from the ashes time and time again....a Diva 
of Dance struggling for years to get by ....what an eye-opener. If this was one of those judging shows ....and everything 
today dealing with variety on television is a "judging" show ...I would give it a 10!

A poignant and revealing memoir from a legendary entertainer. Donna McKechnie began her love affair with dance as 
a child in Detroit. At fifteen, she ran away from home to join a touring dance troupe, and in 1961, she was cast in the 
Broadway smash hit How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying. She soon won acclaim as Michael Bennett's 
show-stopping muse in Promises, Promises and Company. In 1975, with her Tony-winning performance in Michael 
Bennett's masterpiece, A Chorus Line, McKechnie vaulted to stardom as a unique Broadway "triple threat" who could 
do it all - dance, sing, and act. Moving among the circles of artists, dancers, and musicians who inspired and 
challenged her in myriad ways, McKechnie writes about the trajectory of her career as it intertwined with and 
influenced her personal life and the lives of those around her. Recounting her dazzling career, McKechnie also reveals 
the dark side of fame: from her parents' troubled relationship to a searing account of her own marriage to Michael 
Bennett and her inspiring triumphs over depression and the rheumatoid arthritis that nearly ended her career. With 
affectionate reminiscences of Bob Fosse, Gwen Verdon, Stephen Sondheim, Fred Astaire, and many other well-known 
friends, McKechnie exhibits all the warmth, sensitivity, and verve that have endeared her to legions of fans over the 
years. Filled with behind-the-scenes stories and anecdotes, Time Steps is a candid, funny, and deeply personal memoir 
by a vivacious woman with an indomitable spirit and an illustrious, ongoing career.

From Publishers WeeklyIn 1975, singer-dancer-choreographer McKechnie was one of the brightest lights on the Great 
White Way, winning a Tony for her performance in A Chorus Line, and now theatergoers will be elated to see her 
autobiography shelved in stores only days before A Chorus Line's October Broadway revival. McKechnie's memories 
of the original musical's creative genesis serve as the centerpiece, and the other chapters are equally compelling. Her 
story is one of fierce drive and determination. Leaving Detroit at 16, she ran away from home to dance with a touring 
troupe, arriving in Manhattan at 17. Following a failed audition with American Ballet Theatre, she performed in 
Massachusetts musicals, filmed commercials and toured in West Side Story, leaping from the long-run Broadway hit 
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying in 1961 to TV (Hullabaloo; Dark Shadows). By the time Stephen 
Sondheim's Company brought her back to Broadway in 1970, her career was a cakewalk, but the aftermath of a 
divorce from choreographer Michael Bennett led to a "vicious circle of depression." McKechnie writes honestly, 
revealing her innermost thoughts, looking back at family, close friends and intimate relationships, while probing her 
anxieties, low self-esteem and personal pain between the plaudits, raves and theatrical triumphs. 16-page photo insert 
not seen by PW. (Sept.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From BooklistMcKechnie won a 1976 Tony Award for her smart, sensitive portrayal in the innovative, 
ensemble-written musical A Chorus Line of Cassie, a character based largely on herself. She brings similar sensitivity 
and openness to her autobiography, written with eminent theatrical biographer Lawrence (Dance with Demons: The 
Life of Jerome Robbins, 2001). Not quite a tell-all, McKechnie's memoir reviews with remarkable candor the many 
highs and lows of a long, varied career: unhappy childhood, entry into show business (she was in a touring production 
before graduating high school), early Broadway success (in How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying; 
Promises, Promises; and Company), two unhappy marriages, post-Tony career setbacks and comebacks, and myriad 
battles to overcome arthritis and depression. Her account of the making of Chorus Line, from early group-therapy-like 
workshops to the final touches for Broadway, is especially fascinating. That that career high was followed by a series 
of life-disrupting reversals, including a disaster of a marriage to Chorus Line director Michael Bennet, makes her story 
all the more riveting. Jack HelbigCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorDonna 
McKechnie is the legendary actress best known for her Tony Award-winning performance in A Chorus Line. She 
made her Broadway debut in 1961 with How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying. Her other Broadway 
shows include Promises, Promises; Company; Sondheim: A Musical Tribute (which she also choreographed); On the 
Town; Sweet Charity (national tour); and State Fair, for which she won a Fred Astaire Award in 1996. ing her recent 
one-woman show, My Musical Comedy Life, Ben Brantley wrote in the New York Times: "She remains the essence 



of the heroic drive that A Chorus Line celebrates." She lives in New York.Greg Lawrence is the author and coauthor 
of five books, including Dance with Demons: The Life of Jerome Robbins; the bestselling autobiography of Gelsey 
Kirkland, Dancing on My Grave; Colored Lights; and The Shape of Love. 


