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Jan Timman : Timman's Titans: My World Chess Champions  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Timman's Titans: My World Chess Champions: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A thrilling piece of chess litteratureBy NeimanIn this beautifully 
written book, Jan Timman shares his impressions, meetings, games and even dreams about ten WCC, from Alekhine 
to Kasparov.Each chapter begins with a presentation of the "Titan", then a selection of games, and in the end a 
selection of the games he played with JT.The book is thrilling, filled with unexpected revelations (X was cheating, Y 
was losing games on order....etc) ,and personal reflexions -JT is the real hero of the book -he knew them well, as 
friend/opponent and part of his life was dedicated to be one of them. Though Timman is always a great annotator 
(light and clear)the choice of the selected games (why to insist mainly on Karpov's blunders, what is the interest of 
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showing Smyslov's attacks, or Tal's technique ?) is often eccentric. Nevertheless I love this book, and recommand it 
warmly to all the people interested in chess history - just be careful : you will not be able to sleep before having 
finished it !10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. The book reads like an adventure/ mystery novel with 
great analysis of the ...By jeffrey zI am transported to the places and people visited by Mr. Timman. I have followed 
his games in the 80-90s as a world class player and world championship challenger against Karpov. The book reads 
like an adventure/ mystery novel with great analysis of the selected games.A fun read!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The English Chess Federation 2017 Book of the YearBy RLBellThis book won the English 
Chess Federation 2017 Book of the Year Award. Enough said.

For many years Jan Timman was one of the best chess players in the world. The Dutch Grandmaster combined his 
brilliant successes on the board with a passion for writing and meticulously analysing his own games and those of his 
rivals. Three times he was a World Championship Candidate and in 1993 he played in the final of the FIDE World 
Championship, a match that he lost to Anatoly Karpov. In this fascinating book, Jan Timman portrays ten World 
Chess Champions that played an important role in his life and career. Champions that not only inspired him, but also 
champions he did battle with. Alexander Alekhine (1892-1946) he never met, but the story of how in Lisbon he bought 
one of the last chess sets belonging to the fourth World Champion is one of many highlights in the book. Also there is 
the time when he visited Mikhail Botvinnik in his dacha outside Moscow and watches the Patriarch' put on one of the 
browned laurel wreaths that he won decades ago.Timman has a keen eye for detail, a fabulous memory and he visibly 
enjoys sharing his insider views, including many revelations of the great champions. Timman's Titans not only 
presents a personal view of these chess giants, but is also a wonderful evocation of countless fascinating episodes in 
chess history. Each portrait is completed by a rich selection of illustrative games, annotated in the author's trademark 
lucid style. Always to the point, sharp and with crystal-clear explanations Timman shows the highs and lows from the 
games of the champions, including the most memorable games that he himself played against them. 

"One of the finest chess books that have recently been published (..) Although Timman doesn't keep silent about 
matters such as match-fixing, abuse of power or excessive drinking, he writes his portraits with a fundamentally 
positive view. The joy with which the book is written works contagious." (Jeroen Bosch, International Master 
Schaakmagazine)"A very interesting book, full of anecdotes I have never seen elsewhere (..) Entertaining and 
instructive, 'Timman's Titans' is also Timman's finest." (Sean Marsh CHESS Magazine (UK))"The many anecdotes 
will change the views of quite a few readers (..) A classic." (B.H. Wilders Nederlands Dagblad)"Even chess insiders 
will find in the stories a lot of information they don't know (..) I have always been a fan of Timman's way of 
annotating games. He makes what happens on the board very easily accessible, so much so that you feel yourself fully 
immersed in the secrets of the game." (Uwe Bekemann, German Correspondence Chess Federation)About the 
AuthorJan Timman is a former world championship candidate who rose to the number two spot of the FIDE world 
rankings. He is the author of several highly acclaimed bestsellers, such as Curacao 1962, On the Attack!, Power Chess 
with Pieces and The Art of the Endgame. 


