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Janet Neipris : To Be a Playwright  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised To Be a Playwright: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Warm, seasoned advice from a top teacher and playwrightBy 
WriteStuffJanet Neipris' plays are known for their insight and sensitivity. This book about her long career and her 
advice to others based on that career is no exception. We learn a lot about how she came to be a successful writer and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0878301887


teacher, and how others can apply her hard-won lessons to their own efforts. It's concise and fun to read, too, not an 
academic exercise in pedantry.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Janet Neipris' book is perfect for any 
playwriting studentBy Michael KritzerJanet Neipris' book is perfect for any playwriting student. As much as it is 
instructive, this book has sincerity, heart, and levity. It goes beyond the craft of playwriting and I found it helpful in 
staying motivated and living as a playwright myself.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An Inspirational 
JourneyBy Shirley LauroAs both a playwright and teacher of playwriting, I find this a unique book. It is inspirational 
both to playwrights in the field and students of playwriting. It gives me inspiration to keep on "Keeping the Flame" 
and comfort in seeing myself in Ms. Neipris' journey. My students,I feel will find inspiration in the role model Ms. 
Neipris provides as they identify with her playwright's journey. Never a "How-to-do-it" book, never a textbook with 
exercises and assignments, this is a beautifully crafted, personal and affecting book for every playwright young or old, 
and for all devotees of the theater. A must read!Shirley Lauro, playwright/novelist/screenwriter

First Published in 2006. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor Francis, an informa company.

"With an educator's care and a playwright's insight, Janet Neipris has compiled a thoughtful and eloquent collection of 
her essays and lectures which, when taken to heart and properly adhered to, offer the aspiring writer a roadmap to 
artistic fulfillment."-Richard Wesley, Chair, Goldberg Department of Dramatic Writing, Tisch School of the Arts, 
New York University "Here is so much more than merely a list of nifty, useful rules. Janet Neipris's extraordinary 
book overflows with the warmth and affirmation and--dare I say it?--the love that art demands of artists and audiences 
alike. It is essential reading not only for playwrights but for all people who love good theater. Its keen, personal 
insights blend seamlessly with practical, hands-on observations that illuminate the elusive challenges confronting 
creators of dramatic expression from the moment they write 'Act One, Scene 1'."-Richard Walter, Writing Chair, 
UCLA Film School "This book is indispensable for theneophyte; for the veteran playwright, it is an engaging reminder 
of the challenges, techniques, and occasional exhilarations of our craft. If I were teaching, I would assign it."-Doug 
Wright, author of "I Am My Own Wife "Neipris's book is packed with personal wisdoms and practical insights that 
will prove invaluable to any playwright."-Mark Ravenhill, author of "Shopping and F***ing About the AuthorJanet 
Neipris is a Professor of Dramatic Writing at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts. Her own plays have 
been produced nationally and internationally at theatres including the Manhattan Theatre Club, the Arena Stage, the 
Goodman, the Royal National Theatre, London, and the China Arts Theatre, Beijing. She has lectured around the 
world on playwriting as craft and art. 


